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Aegislative Assembly,
Thursday, 18th June, 1931,

Pasn

Questions : Trattic, esamiuation of dmcm 3408
Raih\n}s, Grifin coa 1 3408
Wheat banus . 3408
Gold-mining reserv. atfons ... 3406
White City Gurage 3407
Tocol avthoritles, alldltiug 3407
Bills : Workers' ("ompensnf.ion, 3R. 3407
Fireanns and Guas, report 3407
State Manuiactures Pescription, .!.lt (om 3408

Papers : Publlc Servico (.ommlsslonorship appon'l't.'-
Matlou : Mlgmnta *repatristion

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TRAFFIC, EXAMINATION
OF DRIVERS. '

Mr. RAPHAEL asked the Minister for
Police: 1, Is it the policy of the Govern-
ment to make taxi and bus dvivers undergo
a medieal examination by the Government
doctor! 2, Do the Government insist upon
more than the initial examination? 3, Why
do the Government insist on their doctor
when the driver’s doctor would be cheaper?
4, If the doetor is paid by the Government,
does he charge the driver the full fee? 5,
Are the Government aware that the average
earnings of some of these men is £2 8s. per
week ?

The MINISTER FOR POLICE replied:
1, Yes, in accordance with Section 14, Sub-
section 4, of the Traffic Aet, when it appears
to the licensing authority that sueh examina-
tion is necessary in the interests of the
public. 2, Yes, if circumstances warrant the
same. 3, So as to have a standard examina-
tion and for other obvions reasons. 4, The
fee usually charged is 10s. 6d4. 35, No.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, GRIFFIN
COAL.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, What is the bonus paid per ton
by the Railway Department for the coal sup-
plied from the Griffin mine? 2, Iz it the
intention of the Government to put into
effect the recommendation of the Royal Com-
migsion on Collie coal in regard to the
Griffin mine? 3, Do the Government intend
te permit the Commissioner for Railways fo

-anee with the rnling practice,
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take such action as he may deem necessary
in the interests of the department?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Nil. The price paid is in aceord-
2, This mat-
ter is under consideration. 3, Answered by

No. 2.

QUESTION—WHEAT BONUS.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Premier: 1, Was
any definite conclusion arrived at by the
Loan Council regarding the payment of a
wheat bonus for 1930-31 season? 2, If so,
when will sueh payment be available? 3, If
not, what relief is proposed by the Federal
Government to assist the farmer over the
present period of low prices for primary
products?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The Federal
Government has authority to raise the loan
necessary to pay the bonns. 2, It is a
Federal matter, but at present it is nof pos-
sible to rvaise the amount. 3, The Federal
Treasurer s doing all that is possible fo
raise a loan to assist farmers.

QUESTION—GOLD-MINING RESER-
VATIONS.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM asked the Min-
ister for Mines: 1. What is the total num-
beyr of gold-mining reservations within the
State? 2, Where ave the distriets situated?
3, By whom are the reservations held. 4,
IWhen do these concessions expire?

The MINISTER FOR MINES replied:

No., District, Occupier, Date of Expira-
tion.

325H—FRast Coolgardie; J. Mohr; 30/11/31.

501H—XN. Coolgardie; H, >Mandeistam;
30/6/31.

814H—Cue; H. Mandelstum; 30/6/31.

345H—Coolgardie {Tindals); H. Mandel-
stam; 30/6/31.

508H—Pilbara; K. C. Lysons; 31/5/31,

564H—N.E. Coolgardie: Mateo G.M. Co.;
30/6/31.

SGOH—Wiluna:; €. A, deBernales: 3076/31.

574H—Yilearn; Western Machinery Co,
Ltd.; 30/6/31.

Hr5H—Murchison (Gabanintha) ;
Machinery Co., Ltd.; 30/6/31.

577H—Lawlers: Westialian Mining aml Tn-
dustrial Development, Lid.; 30/6/31.

Western
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578H—Mt.  Maleolm; H,  Urqubart;
30/6/31. .

593H—Mt, Monger; C. A, deBernales;
30/6/31.

598H—Pilbara (Nullapine); R. G. Prior;
30/6/31.

601H—Pilbara (Salgash); Western Ma-
chinery Co., Lid.; 31/10/31,

602H—Lennonville; Coogan Chrysotile As-
bestos Ceo.; 31/7/31.

603H—Cue; H. Urquhart; 31/7/31.

604H—Coolgardie—Bayley’s; C. A deBer-
nales; 31/7/31,

605H—Sandstone; Westralian Mining and
Industrial Development, Lid.; 31/7/31.

606H—-Mt. Margaret (Beria); H. E. Vail;
30/6/31.

612H—EKundip; C. A. deBernales; 30/9/31.

613H—Mt. Margavet (Augusta); Western
Machinery Ce., Ltd.; 31/10/31.

(614H—Broad Arrow; Western Machinery

- Co., Ltd.; 30/9/31.

617TH—N, Coolgardie (Riverina); A. J.
Mellor; 30/6/31.

618H—Yilgarn; A. V. Leggo; 31/10/31.

623H—Bulong; J. H. Johnson; 31/7/31.

628H—N. Coolgardie (Eunecalyptus); H. Lil-
ley; not yet granted.

620H—Coolgardie—Red Hill; Lake Lefroy
Gold Pty. Syn.; not yet granted.

Total number 27.

QUESTION—WHITE CITY GARAGE.

Hon. M. F, TRIOY asked the Premier:
1, Whick departmental sauthority controls
the White City garage? 2, Has the garage
been leased? 3, Were tenders called for
the lease? 4, Who is the lessee? 5, What
is the weekly rental charged, also what are
the terms and conditions of the lease?

The PREMIER replied: 1, The State Gar-
dens Board. 2, No. 3, Yes. 4 and 5, The
garage has been let at a weekly rental of
£5 per week to Mr. McDonald, Crawford
Road, Inglewood.

QUESTION—LOCAL AUTHORITIES,
AUDITING.

Mr. J. H. SMITH sasked the Minister
for Works: 1, Has eonsideration been given
to the request for the appointment of ad-
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ditional auditors in order that the books
and accounts of loeal authorities can he
audited at least once a year? 2, Will the
Governmment amend the Road Districts Act
to give effect to the scheme proposed by the
department to the various hoards of the
State?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes, if possible this session.

BILL—WORKERS' COMPENSATION,
Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—-Mt. Marshall) [1.38] : I move—

That the Bill he now read a third time.

(Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 19
Noes 13
Majority for 6
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr, Parker
Mr. Barpard Mr. Patrick
Mr. Brown Mr. Richardson
Mr. Davy Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Doney Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Teesdala
Mr. Keenan Mr. Thorn
Mr. Latham Mr. Wells
Mr. Lindsay Mr. North
S5ir James Mitchell (Teller.}
Noss.
Mr. Cunplngham My, Raphael
Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman
Mr. .Johpson Myr. Troy
Mr. MiCallum Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Milllngton Mr. Willcock
Mr. Munsie Mr. Wilson
Mr. Panton (Teller.)
PAIRS
AYES, NoOES.
Mr. Piesse Mr. Marshall
Mr. McoLarty Mr. Kenneally
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Collier
Mr, J. M. Smith Mr. Withers
Mr. J. I. Maon Mr. Coverley
Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Lamond
Mr. Sampson Mr. Corboy

Question thus passed,

Bill read a third time and tranzmitted

ta the Counecil.

BILL--FIREARMS AND GUNS.
Report of Committee adopted.
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BILL—STATE MANUFACTURES
DESCRIPTION,

Second Reading.
Dehate resumed Lrom the previous day.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt Magnet)
[4.42]: There is nothing particularly con-
tentious aboul the Bill so far as T can see.
It represeats merely an attempt to holster
up Western Australian produets and so far
as it makes for the greater consumption
of our lioe products, and provides a wider
market, the weasare must have the sup-
port of the House. The Bill provides that
the Minister, by means of regulations, may
preseribe forns of stamps or marks indieat-
ing that the goods were produced or manu-
factured in Western Aunstralia, and further
signs or marks, whieh may bhe used in con-
junction with the other marks, to indieate
that the goods conform to a preseribed grade
or standard of quality. That preeantion
will be useful to a person who desires to
buy locally produced goods, and the faet
that the quality will be indicated wmust
prove of advantage. It the legislation
serves to create a demand for our goods, and
they can be provided of a high standard
quality, this move should serve a useful
purpoze. The stamping of goods will be
purely voluntary and there will be no com-
pulsion exercised. If a person desires to
put forward his goods for sale ns Western
Australian produce, he ean take advantage
of the legislation. If he does not desire
to do so, he need not. I do not know that
that phase has much value attached to it.
If it has, so murl: the better. The con-
sumption of Western Australian goods and
the expansion of our home trade in loeal
produets depends largely upon the prefer-
ence of the eonsumer, If he desires to secure
Western Auvstralian goods, he can buy them
at any time. If Western Australians are
imbued with the spirit of patriotism, they
will lend veady support to the ohjeetive
sought 1o be achieved by the Bill,
T know that the Minister is very keen to
haost Western Australian goods and I hope
that the recent propaganda will have good
results, The fact remains that if our goods
are the best on the market, they will com-
mand preference from econsamers over other
goods on the market. The popularity of
our roods depends upon their quality, and
if people mark their goods as being of a
certain standard and they are not up to
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that standard, I hope the Minister will avail
himself of the powers under this measure
to deal with sneh people. There is a tend-
ency to set up articles as being of a certain
standard and sell something of an entirely
different quality, but it is impossible to
check that sort of thing unless there is
power to penalise offenders. I hope the
measure will not be made the means of in-
creasing the eost of adminpistration. That
ia the danger I sce in it. The measure will
be administered by the Chief Inspector of
TFactories, and if it is largely availed of by
producers and manufacturers, it may mean
a heavy increase in the eost of administra-
tion. The Bill proposes to confer upon in-
spectors considerable power. They may go
in and demand and inspect books and make
u handred and one inquiries. If the time of
the inspeetors is to be ocempied in work of
this kind we shall require many more in-
speetcrs.  Then what will happen in the
fullness of time is that the staff of the de-
partment will be inereased. There is al-
ways R visk of petting as the head of the
department a gentleman desirous of magni-
Fyinz bhis own position. In his report he
will represent the vastness of the work be-
ing done, and will be able to insist upon
getting a larger staff, thus exalting his
own position and getting the Public Service
Commissioner to agree to its earrying a
higher zalary. That sort of thing has oc-
carred in the past. I can mention a case
in point.  An official was always repre-
senting to me the necessity for appointing
additional inspectors and emphasising the
importance of his own work. He also mag-
nifiell the importance of his own department
in reports submitted to the House. When
1 made inquiries I found that much of the
work was being duplicated. I was shown
dozens of files, and it was represented to
me that the revenue received by the depart-
ment almost covered the cost of inspection.
That revenue, however, was really an im-
post on industry. The inspection of sew-
ine machines driven by electricity was re-
presented as being of the greatest possible
impoitance, Probably there were 1,000 such
inspections a year, and 20 of them could
have been made in a day. That department
was a very expensive one, and there has
grown up within it & most unfair system
whieh is a great impost on the people. The
object of it was to glorify the importance
of the head of the department. That is the
danger T see in this measure, and we cannof
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afford to inerease the cost of administration.
Reference is often made to the difference
between the price the producer gets for his
commodity and the price the consumer has
to pay for it.  The producer gets very
little, and yet by the time the commodity
reaches the eonsumer, there is a consider-
able increase.  All inspections have the
effect of loading the consumer with heavier
costs. Inquiries are being made into the
difficulties besetting the producers of this
country. In the city the baker is asked why
he cannot supply bread more cheaply when
wheat is so cheap. His veply is, “Look at
the T=nt and interest I have to pay and the
load of costs I have to carry.” We know
that interest costs and rents have inereased.
Legislation of this kind sounds very nice,
but it often has the effect of merely creating
mischief. Having had some experience of
what inspectors do, I, when Minister, ad-
opted the most undignified course of going
ont and making inquiries for myself. The
inspector who accompanied me told me no-
thing; I knew that he had been sent to
mislead me. Many people had eomplained
of the way in which industry was being bur-
dened by inspection, and I found how
utterly ridienlous the whole business was.
Consequently I vegard this measure ag dan-
gerous unless it be properly controlled. I
wish it suceess and I hope it will have the
effect of boosting Western Anstralian in-
dustries. T hope it will mean that people
will be able to buy commodities grown and
manufactured within the State, that there
will be an expansion of trade, and that
peoplc will give preference to local com-
modities, but T hope there will be no ae-
companying increases of inspectorial staffs
or costs. Such increases are not likely to
he suggested at present but, when times im-
prove, there will be a temptation for some-
body to say, “Here is my chance; I shall
zet more inspectors, tvpists and elerks, and
then the importanee of my position will en-
able me to demand increased salary.” That
is the only objection I have to the Bill. I
hope the Minister will see that, during his
term of office, the eommunity is not further
burdened by impoests arising out of such
legislation.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[4.53]: I bave pleasure in supporting the
Bill, regarding it as I do as a small part
of a general plan that is aceeptable to me.
The Bill will have the effect of making it
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possible to identify Western Australian pro-
duets and mapufactures. If it stopped at
that, the measure would not be of much use.
I hope the people will not think that, having
identified Western Australian goods by
special stamp, they have fulfilled their duty
and done something towards encouraging in-
dustry, T think people are too much dis-
posed to rely upon cateh words and phrases.
They seem to he satisfied by} merely saying,
“We support Western Australian goods; we
believe this State should be self-contained,”
and leave it at that. Tt is surprising how
easily many people relieve themselves of
their responsibilities. They seem to think
that their support of local industries is op-
tional, and that if it suits them to buy other
than Western Australian goods, they are
quite entitled to do so. When speaking to
sone people a little while ago on this sub-
jert, one man took exception to the idea of
giving preference to local goods. He said
he would buy where he ¢hose. He appeared
to think that the matter of preference to
local goods did not affect him. A week
later, owing to the decline of trade gener-
ally, he was on the list of men rationed one
week in ten, so he was affected. He seemed
to think that he was in a permsnent joh
and was all vight, but the job was not as
permanent as he thought. It seems {o me
that evervhody in the State in some way i3
vitally interested in the tmoauner in which
our industrics are condueted and supportel.
There appears to be a disposition by people
to assume that, (espite the civilisation of
which we hoast, this State is fitted to he only
a primary producing State. Tt is to be a
sheep-walk, and a conntry of agrieulturs,
horticalture and datvying. [f that is the
height of our ambition, we shall, instcad of
taking our place amongst the other State-
of the Commonwealth, alwayvs be a buck-
ward State.  Our population will not in-
crease as we are enfitled to expect it *»
inerease. Although we speak of Western
Australia as being in the infaney of de-
velopment, we should not be satisfied to b-
as we wore 50 years ago. We shounld take it
upon ounrselves to ensure that this State is
at least the equal of the Eastern States, and
that, by using the natural facilities offered,
it is developed oot only in respect of pri-
mary production but also secondary indus-
tries. It should be our ambition to supply
to the uimost the needs of our own people.
In this State we have a standard of living
which we hope to make better than that of
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any other country. If we depend upon other
people by saying that we cannot manufne-
ture our requirements and supply our own
needs, we no longer determine our standard
of living but leave it to someone else to
decide for us. If we are going to work out
our salvation, we shall have to diseover how
to do this work successfully for ourselves.
The Bill will certainly help those producers
and manufacturers who are endeavourine to
popularise Western Australian raised and
made goods. I know of no people mora
worthy of encourngement. We must overcome
the prejudice against goeds of Toeal origin.
The prejndice should be in favonr of them.
Tn times past people were disposed to view
local products as the second best. While
that view prevails we are net going to make
much headway. Tf our own people take the
view that imported eoods from the Fastern
States or overseas are hetter than our own,
naturally our indnstries that should flourish
will laneuish. T am satisfied that the Min-
ister who has introdueed this Bill is enthusi-
astie in respect to the whole scheme, and
this part of it. It will certainly enable those
who do sineerely desire to smpport Western
Australian goods, and in plain language to
inerense the extent of our industries, to do
s0. The remainder of the measure merely
provides the machinery for putting into
operation the stamping of goods, and im-
posing penalties for those who infringe the
provisions of the Ael. T presume the Min-
ister has given consideration tu the constitu-
tional aspeet, and that we shali have power
to enforce the law.

The Minister for Industries: Quite so.

Mr. MILLINGTOX: Although it may he
opposed to the Constitution, the fact re-
mains that the penalties would be imposed
upon those whe fraudulently represented
goods to have been made in Woestern Aus-
tralia, when they were actually manufae-
tured outside the State, There should be no
diffienlty in enforcing the measure. 1 notiee
too, that the stamping of goods will not be
compulsory, If this Bill is to have the effect
we desire, it will mean that, in addition to
placing this law upon the statute-book,
there will be need for extensive propaganda
with o view to nakingz this a zeneral prac-
tice. There should be some striking desiun
for the stamp, so that evervwhere we +hall
see it displayed, and have it reeoanised as a
fashion, that these goods should be promin-
enily shown, and stamped in such a manner
as to arouse the attention of buyers. T he-
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lieve this will complete the scheme already in
operation. There is, however, need to in-
tensify the eampaign that is Deing carried
on. Tn times past people could please them-
selves. Tf we are to extend and do more
than hold our own, we should look upon if
as 5 vital matter to sapport our own indus-
tries. [ do not know what other easure
the Minister proposes te bring down, but
certainly  there should be a campaign
thronghont the State, not a :pasmodic one
but a continnous one, with a view to seeing
that the general principle of using Western
Anstralian produets and manufactured goods
is papulavised, T do not know whether,
under this measure, the question of the man-
ner in which our industries should he con-
dueted cam bhe disenssed. We are not going
to solve the problem by merely saving we
ave goine fo identify loeal goods, as such.
Tt means we will have fo manufacture goods
that are worthy of identification,

The Attorney General : Otherwise the
stamping might aet in the opposite way.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes. I hope special
attention will be given to those indusiries
that we desive to develop. There should be
an inventory of all the goods that are
brought inte Western Australia. Expert
conmittees and these interested in the vari-
ous trades and callings should examine the
lists, and we wonld then discover whether
those voods eould be snccessfully produced
and manufactured in this State. If that is
so, we would then want to know why we
were continually employing people in the
Kastern States and in other parvts of the
world to do work we were able to do our-
selves. We have to get down to that. Peo-
ple ought to be impressed with the idea that
there is no other way in which our indus-
tries can be revived, and our people em-
ploved. 1 have an idea that in good times
we got into a eareless and lackadaisical style
when it did not matter to us what we bhought.
People were disposed to buy where they
chose and to ignore local interests. It will
have to be impressed upon them that that
tiine has gone by, 11 is easy to determine
that no one c¢ares so much about Western
Australia and its indusiries as we do. The
«uestion of the punrchase of outside goods
will have to be taken up not only by the
traders, but by the public. When that ques-
tion is controlled, the principle embodied
in the Bill will ¢nable effect to he given
to it. That is as far as it goes. The
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guestion of the conduct of our indus-
tries is a matter of great importance.
Attention should be continually called to
the condifion of our industries and the
reason why we have not advanced as a
manufacturing State, to the same extent
as we have advanced as a State of primary
production. We did not arrive ab this
measure of success as a primary-producing
State in any other way than as a result of
employing new and better methods in our
primary industries, in respect to stock-
raising, agriculture, horticulture, and
dairying. Having reached the stage when
we are justly proud of our primary in-
dustries, we should went to know why our
people cannot be equally suceessful with
regard to manufactured goous. It is idle
to say that Western Australia is suited
only for the production of primary pro-
duets. I cannot see why we should be
labelled as a backward people, incapable
of manufacturing those requirements that
are necessary for our soecial existence. I
do not admit that we are a backward or a
second-rate people, or are incapable of de-
veloping the other industries just as we
have developed our primary ones.

The Premier: There are many industries
which could be successfully established, as
we have the raw materials, requisite for
them.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Other ecountries
have been successful in their manufactur-
ing methods by reason of their advanced
organisation and rationalisation. Every
nation seeks to be self-contained. If those
eountries apply the same methods to pri-
mary preduction we may be unable to com--
pete with them in our primary production.
I see no reason why they cannot be as suc-
cessful in respect to primary industries
as we are. If that were so it would mean
that the industries on which we rely would
be subject to serious competition. I know
of no other way to ensure advancement
than to make the attempt to do the job
ourselves. Why should we not take our
primary products, and, instead of export-
ing them overseas to superlor people,
manufacture them into the state, the most
vgluable state, when we ean make use of
them for our own needs? If fhere is one
feature of our industries that conld be em-
phasised, it is that. Instead of its being
generally understood that Western Aus-
tralia i= suited only for primary produc-
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tion, we should alter our doctrine to fall
into line with the 20th century, instead of
being prepared to step back to the last
century. We should adopt the slogan that
in view of all the facilities we possess in
respect to diversity of climate, soil and
rainfall and general suitability of condi-
tions, we are going to develop everything
we have to the utmost extent and make
this country self-contained. There has
been a disposition to assume that Western
Australian products are only second-best.
When I arrived in Western Australia,
local flour was on the market together with
South Australian flour. The Western Aus-
tralian flour was undoubtedly inferior to
the imported article. At that time we had
not the variety of wheats suitable to the
manufacture of the best quality of flour,
and the mills were not as up to date as
those in the other States. Loecal flour sold
at between 6d. and Is. per 50 lbs. less than
the Fastern States flonr. We were not
satisfied with that, and by the application
of modern methods, we have been able to
produce a flour that is equal to, if not
superior to, any that could be imporied.
Just as we have advanced in our methods
of primary produnetion, right round, we
must now turn our attention to advancing
in our manufacturing industries. This is
just as important a matter to the primary
producer as it is to the eity dweller and
to those already engaged in secondary in-
dustries. We have to popularise the nse
of Western Anstralian produets. It is not
long since it was the usual thing to assume
and advertise that Western Australian
butter was inferior to that manufactured
in the Eastern States, We have lived down
that prejudice, not merely by declaiming
and advertising the faet, but owing to
Western Australian butter having im-
proved in quality out of all knowledge. It
is, therefore, not a question of advertising
but of proficiency and efficieney. Indepen-
dent of the marking of goods as Westarn
Aunstralian. what ought to be done is to
see that these goods sre worthy to be
branded as Western Australian.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. MILLINGTON: There is a disposi-
tion to assume that industry is not a ques-
tion of public interest, bot has to be con-
ducted entively by those private interests
that are controlling it. Members will re-
call that the Albzny Woollen Mills were
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established here some years ago. For some
time there was a good deal of boosting of
the elath produced there. Although I see
the member for Albany here, and although
he wonders, as we all wonder, why it is
that the ecloth manufactured in Western
Australia is not more generally used, I feel
bound to say that I do not think this is
due to its not having been sufficiently ad-
vertised, but rather to the fact that the Al-
bany Woollen Mills are up against woollen
mills in the Eastern States and other parts
of the world. The Albany machinery was
put in years ago, and the mills are in com-
petition with the most up-to-date plant in
existence. I believe that sinee its installa-
tion the Albany wnachinery has not been
altered, whereas other plants are being con-
tinually re-modelled and revised.

The Premier: Thaf is the trouble,

Mr. MILLINGTON: When in Albany I
discussed this matter with the manager in
the presence of the member for Albany for
8 couple of hours. Like many other peo-
ple, I endeavoured to patronise the local
produet; but it rust be admitted that up
to the present the Albany mills have not
produced the quaiity of cloth that is avail-
able from other sources of supply. I deo
not pose as an expert, but I do know ihat
the Albany ecloth, where it has been used,
generally does nof give satisfaction. One
may boost as much as one likes, but until
the quality of the produet is brought to a
higher standard, advertising will not make
people buy the cloth. I am aware that the
methods by which the sales of the Albany
cloth are conducted could be considerably
improved upon; but even if that diffienlty
were overcome, the machinery at Albany,
aceording to the adviee I have, will not pro-
duce the best qualily of cloth; and of course
in Western Australia the best quality is
demanded. At the time of which I am
speaking, it was not the price that was the
difficulty. One eould get cloth for a suit
for from £2 2s. to £2 10s, and at that
time tailors were charging £5 to £5 10s. to
make up the material. Suck a suit would
not have heen expensive, and any man will-
ing to patronise Western Australian pro-
duets would have been prepared to give
an extra £1 for the cloth. Even then, the
cost would not he greater than that of a
spit of imported cleth, But the quality was
not there, Some of the tailors with whom
I diseussed the matter explained to me that
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the Albany c¢loth was not woven closely
enough. I heard a member of this House
say that be had a suit of Albany cloth, and
that it picked up everything but winners.
The difficulty is that the Albany mills are
competing against manufacturers who are
continually bringing their plant up to date,
and who do provide the quality reguired.
One can understand that in those eircum-
stances more than patriotism is needed to
et Western Australian ecloth used to the
extent that it should be. Something more
than the label “Albany woollen cloth” is
needed. Sinee the Government are inter-
ested, since many people and associations
are also interested, since we are all inter-
ested to enable Western Australia to manu-
facture the eloth that its citizens require,
this becomes a public matter, and proper
inquiries should be made. Those who pos-
sess technical knowledge should go into the
whole question, to see whether Albany can-
not produce cloth that will meet with the
approval of the average Western Australian
user. I merely use the Albany cloth as an
instance. I bave an idea that a similar state
of things obtains in some of our other sec-
ondary industries. Our aim should be not
only to identify our produets, but to put
into effect the seeond proposal of the mea-
sure and establish grades. Then we should
see that Western Australian produects are
of such grades as would attract purchasers
and make the industries permanent. It is
not sufficienl to sell an article onece. The
grade must be snch as will commend iself
to people, so that they will make a habit
of using Western Australian produets.
Then there will be permaneney in our sec-
cndary industries. I look upon the prefer-

ence that is preached as something
in the natore of the influence sthat
tariffs were supposed to ezercise on

Australian industries. Tariffs were sup-
posed to help young industries along until
they were in a position to compete with
outside sources of supply. All we can ex-
pect from identifying our products is that
people will give them a trial. Having
reached that stage, we must produce the
quality that will enable our people to use
them permanently. Then Western Australia
will be able to support a population worthy
of its size and its possibilities, and then
the primary producer will have in Western
Anstralia the best of markets—the loeal
market. We shall then have the benefit of



(18 JuxE, 1931.]

inereased prosperity and of the wider mar-
ket represented by people using local pro-
ducts. So it seems to me that if, in addition
to patriotism, we can ingpire our secondary
industries with greater efficiency, those two
things together will certainly make for pro-
gress. LUp to date, 1 fear, we have been
remiss in both divections. Instead of a pre-
judice in favour, there is a prejudice against
the local product. That must be overcome.
Furiher, we should determine to be as self-
sustaining as are the Eastern States, where
conditions are similar to those here. In-
stead of making up our minds to do that,
we have in the past dropped our arms and
assumed that we cannot do as well as the
Eastern States ecan. 1t was said, “The East-
ern States have a start of us,” and so Forth.
To some extent that is true, but the handi-
cap can he overcome if genuine and general
preference is given to our products until
the manufactures are established. The mat-
ter is vital to the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and I think we should be patriotic
cnough to adopt that eourse. T admit that
T have diverged from the mere question of
identification and of establishing grades for
Western Anstralian produets. However, I
do not know of any question which deserves
to be more widely advertised than this gues-
tion of our industries. It is a matter that
_is vital to the people of the State. We spend
much time on legislation of measurably less
importance than this. I trust that the Min-
ister for Industries will endeavour to organ-
ise the forces from which expert and techni-
cal advice ean be obtained. I know the hon.
gentleman has already established organisa-
tions with that object in view. I hope the
poliey will be continued. There should be
an intensive campaign throughout Western
Australia. All organisations should be util-
ised, and an endeavour made to get them
to put their full strength inte this move-
ment. If that is done, this measure is wel-
come as part of a general plan. That gen-
eral plan, T consider, can be aperated arnd
should be operated. The Government, as
the leaders of the State for the time being,
should not only give the plan their benedic-
tion, but should also do the necessary organ-
ising work and bring together all the forees
that will make for the betterment of the
conduct of industry in this State.

MR. SBAMPSBON {Swan) [525]: T de-
sire to congratulate the Minister on having
brought down this Bill, altheugh it would
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unfortunately appear that the Agricultural
Products Act passed in 1929 is not proving
as effective as was hoped, or is not being
utilised as was expected. Everyone who
knows the Minister for Industries is aware
that he is in ecarnest and consistent as re-
gards the use of Western Australian pro-
ducts. For instance, be never drinks im-
ported whisky, he always smokes Western
Australian tobacco, he wears Albany tweeds
and woollens; and those things are indiea-
tions of that sinecerity which is character-
istic of him. I was sorry to hear some re-
marks made by the ex-Minister for Agricul-
ture, becanse we had hoped that the mea-
sure introduced by him, the Agricultural
Products Act, would prove far more usefuol
than has been the case. Actually we lack
standardisation laws so far as fruit is con-
cerned. Such laws exist in other countries
where fruit is of the same relative import-
ance as in Western Australia, Personally
I would have been pleased if the Agricnl-
tural Produets Act had been used to greater
effect. As a matter of fact, the Act was
passed after much congratulation, and the
final result is largely what it was before the
measure was introduced.

The Minister for Industries: That mea-

sure has been used in the metropolitan
markets.

Mr. SAMPSON: Yet there have been
complaints as to eggs sold in Perth and
elsewhere—pullet eggs being mixed with
hen eggs and sold together.  The pullet
eggs are all right, but they are light. Still,
there are regulations on the subjeet, and T
hope they are now heing enforced. T re-
peat, there has been occasion for complaint.
The same remarks apply to frnit. Only a
few days ago we had the opportunity of
noticing some fruit which had been pur-
chased by the member for Roebourne (Mr.
Teesdale).  Undoabtedly the condition of
that fruit indicated that we should have
standardisation laws, or that a regulation
should be framed under the Agricunltural
Produets Aet to prevent such bad fruit be-
ing sold. While I am pleased at the intro-
duction of this Bill, I wish to warn the
Minister as to the policing of it. Serutiny
and watehfulness will be needed. It will be
a great pity if the opportunity for the mar-
keting and sale of Western Australian pro-
duets is given without quality being in-
sisted upon rigorously.
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The Minister for Industries: That will
largely be o matter to be attended to by the
manufacturers themselves.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is quite possible that,
unless great eare is taken, Western Aus-
tralian products may be injured as the re-
sult of the passing of this measure. The
fact that in certain cases products are to be
atamped will, I hope, mean that quality will
be insisted upon. Anyone found improperly
using the marks provided by the Bill
should he dealt with severely. I hope that
the penalty included in the measure will be
exacted, and that there will be no disregard
of the matter of quality. The Bill gives
certain powers to the Chief Inspector of
Tactories. I propose in Committee fo put
up au amendment including inspectors un-
der thie Plant Diseases Act, 1914. No doubt
the Minister for Industries will agree with
me as to the desirableness of such an amend-
ment, since the Bill covers both primary and
secondary industries. With the Minister, I
am anxious to encourage Western Australian
produets. Members of the House can set
an example. Many of them do religiously
wse Western Australian produets, but others
again disregard the importance of example.
If we want Western Australia to advance,
we must act up to the sentiments we veice.
T will support the Bill, and I am pleased it
has been brought down. My one fear is
that il will not be zealously guarded, and so
an injury may possibly be done.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Mr. Panton in the Chair; the Minister
for Industries in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 8—agreed to.
Clause 9—Inspectors:
Mr. SAMPSON:
ment—

That after ‘¢1920’’ in line 3 the words
‘““and imspectors under the Plant Diseases
Aect, 1914’’ be inserted.

I move an amend-

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 10—sagreed to.

Clause 11—Powers of Inspectors:

Mr. SAMPSON:
ment—

That the following be added to stand as
paragraph {(g):—*‘‘(g) An inspector acting

I move an amend-
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under the provisions of this Act shall if and
when ealled upon produce satisfactory evi-
denee of his appointment as such.’?

There should be sueh a provision in this
Act, ag in other Aets.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 12 to 14—agreed to,
Clause 15—Regulations:

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: Will the Min-
ister tell us what reason there is for the
charging of fees?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES:
Power is here taken to prescribe fees merely
because it may be found necessary to do
£0. At present I am not aware of any
reason for the charging of fees.

Mr. SLEEMAN : The Minister might just
as well have brought down a Bill empower-
ing him by regulation to do anything be
wishes. Here we bave eight heads, under
each of which regulations may be framed.

Clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

PAPERS—PUBLIC SERVIOE COMMIS-
SIONERSHIP, APPOINTMENT.

Debate resumed from the 27th May, on
the following motion by Mr. Panton:—
That all papers relating to the applications

for appointment as Public Serviee Commis-
sioner be laid upon the Table of the House.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [5.38]: It is ad-
mitted that the appointment of Public Ser-
vice Commissioner is an important one, and
so, of course, it may canse some coneern to
members as to who the appointee shounld be.
The hon. member, in moving the motion, said
i was not out of mere curiosity that he was
asking for the papers, neither was it with
any desire to start upon a heresy hont. 1
would not for a moment suggest that he
would do anything of the sort. What he in-
formed the House he desired to do, was to
decide for himself whether the best appli-
eant had been appointed to the position.
Tt has been the custom for the Government
to make such appointments, and of course
the Government are answerable to the House.
I do not know that ever before has the
appointment of a Public Service Commis-
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sionzr been guestioced by the House. How-
ever, I am not quarrelling with the hon.
member over that, for he is perfeetly within
his rights in questioning the appointment.
It is admitted that there was quite & num-
ber of applicants for the position. I think
the point that is interesting the member for
Leederville is whether a fair deal was given
to the returned-soldier applicants, and
whether the Government’s policy of prefer-
ence to soldiers was carried out in the mak-
ing of the appointment. But I warn re-
turncd-soldier members of the House that
there is nothing in the motion dealing with
returned soldiers. It is purely an inquisi-
torial motion—nething else, just for the
purpose of getting hold of the papers with a
view to seeing who applied for the position,
and whéther the best of the applicants was
appointed. Again, it is a question for de-
termination whether the hon. member is bet-
ter qualified to pass judgment than are the
Government. Before I finish I will satisfy
even the hon. member that the appointment
made was the right one, and that no good
purpose would be served by giving to the
public the names of the applicants. In
reply to a question by the hon, member, T
informed him that the qualifications thai
were considered necessary were, the fullest
knowledge of the Public Service and of the
financial position of the State, together with
administrative ability. I might now add
temperament—the man who temperament-
ally was most capable of earrying out the
duties of the office. Let me recapitulate the
qualifications of the new Public Service
Commissioner.

Mr. Panton: Why not tell us the quali-
fications of all the applicants?

The MINISTER FPOR LANDS: The hon.
‘member may kuoow more about the others
than I do. However, I will recount Mr.
Simpson’s qualifications. He bas been 34
years in the service of the State; he has
filled every position in the aceounting
braneh, from junior clerk to Under Trea-
surer, 5o he ought o know everything about
the finances of the State and their confrol.
He has served in the Public Works De-
pariment, the Railway Department, the
Stores Department, the Lands Department,
the Chief Secretary’s Department, the Trea-
surer’s Department, and the Agricultural
Bank. I do not tbink there is any other
officer in the State who has had so wide an
experience of the Public Serviee.
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Mr. Marshall: With all those qualifieations
he should make a good Under Treasurer.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I shall
deal with that. During that period he re-
organised and managed the Industries As-
sistance Board in 1915; he was business
manager of hospitals and other institutions,
and he was a member of the Disabilities
Royal Commission, a very important job
which he carried ont when my colleagne, the
Chief Secretary, presented the case for
Western Australin. Mr. Simpson was ap-
pointed by the then Government hecaunse of
his qualifications. He has represented the
State at many Lean Council meetings and
he has served on the Workers’ Homes Board,
the Fremantle Harbhour Tvust. the Metro-
politan Market Trust and the Tender Board.
In his position as Under-Treasurer, he had
nceess to every branch of the serviee. I
dare say the Treasurer will regret that Mr.
Simpson’s services will not he immediately
available to him, but although he has taken
over the Public Service Commissionership,
his services will still be available to the
Treasurer at any time he likes to call for
them. That is a very important matter. He
is housed in the same building. It would
not be peculiar to this State if a Publi¢ Ser-
vice Commissioner attended a Loan Council
meeting. It has been done hy Publie Service
Commissioners of other States when their
expert advice was required by Ministers at-
tending the Loan Counecil.

Hon. A. MeCallum: He will be out of
touch with the operations of the Treasury.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He will
not be as closely in toueh with Treasury
operations as hefore, but he will not be out
of toueh with them. For quite a long time
during the period of reorganising Austra-
lian finance, Mr, Simpson’s services will he
availed of. T am quite sure of that, During
that period he will be available to assist the
Under-Treasurer, whoever may be appointed
to that position, and will have charge of the
Publie Service, which is very important from
the financial standpeint.

Hon. J. C. Willecock: You are not going
to lower the status of the Under-Treasurer's
job, are you?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
inferring that.

Hon. J. €. Willeock: You say he will
always be available.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He wil!
be available for consultation, which i a
very wise arrangement. It does not matter
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how great an authority a man might be on
finance, consuitation with others is always
useful.

Mr. Angelo: Would it not be better fo
defer Lis taking over the Public Service.
Commissionership for six months?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He took
over the new position yesterday, so it is too
late to suggest that. I have dealt with Mr.
_Simpson’s qualifications and mentioned the
loss he will be fo the Treasury. That loss,
however, will be minimised by the fact that
he may be ecalled in ar any time for con-
sultation. This is not merely a question of
appointing the head of a department; it is
a matter of selecting a wan whe knows how
to control the linances of the State. If ever
it was essential that a man heing appointed
to a responsible position shouid have =a
knowledge of finance, so that in spending
the people’s money full value could be ob-
tained for it, that time is now. T believe
that Mr. Simpson, with his wide knowledge,
will be able to go from department to de-
pariment and determine almost at a glanee
whether that prineiple is being adhered to.
I think T have satisfied the House that Lhe
best appointinent hus been made from that
standpoint. T am not going to say that
there were not other applicants who
possessed very good qualifications. Not only
men in the serviec but many men engaged
in business outside applied for the position,
but T candidly say that, of those who ap-
plied, none possessed the high gunlifieations
and the knowledge of the ferviee that Mr.
Simpson possessed. Tn these days we ean-
not afford to take any man on chance. The
appointment is for seven years. We gould
not run the risk of putting into the position
a+man who required to be educated for it.
The State cannot afford te take any riske
of that kind.

Hon. A. MeCallum: You had a man who
had acted in the position and had assiste|
with the reclassifieation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wha was
that?

Hon. A. MeCallum: Mr. Munt.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T 3o not
know whether Mr. Munt was an applieant.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yon do know,

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member evidently knows. Even if Le wos
an applicant, bis qualifications did 2 =sur-
pass those of Mr. Simpson aund did rot +om-
pare with them.
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Hon. J. C. Willcock: Oh, oh!

The MINISTEK FOR LANDS: M
Munt has not had Treasury experienee and
that is u very inportant consideration.

Hon, A. MeCallum: Mr, Simpson has not
huad experience in the Publie Serviee Com-
missioner’s oftice und Mr. Munt has.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, but
Mr. Simpson has a thorough knowledge of
the service generally. The positions he has
held have enabled him to gain g wider and
better knowledge than a man who for a
tinte had heen in the Publie Service Com-
missioner’s office.

Hon, 1. Cawningham: Why make com-
parisons?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We

selected a man who will not have reached
the vetiring age when lLis seven years’ ap-
pointment terminates, whereas I think Mr.
Munt would have reached the retiring age
of 65 before the seven years had expired.
I think he is 62 years of age,

Hon. A, MeCallum: Then he carrvies his
age well.

Mr. Panton: No, he is about 358,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
think that faet alsn might have influenced
the Government in appointing Mr, Simp-
son. Taking the two men, and they are
both highly qualified men, T think even the
Deputy Leader of ihe Opposition will agree
that, of the two, Mr. Simpson is the better
one for the post.

Hon, J. Cunningham: What is the age
of the vetiring Public Service Commis-
sioner?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Sixty-
three. Members aie aware that at ove time
we atfempted to fix an age limit.

Hon. J. Cunninghan: Youn referred to
the retiring age.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
referring to the general retiring age for
the serviee, which is 65.

Hon. J. Cunnirgham: You were refer-
ring to the retiring age of the Public Ser-
viee Commissioner.

The MINISTEL FOR LANDS: No, the
retiring age for the service generally, One
of the arguments advanced by correspond-
ents to the Press was that it would have
heen wnfair to awnpoint the other man be-
cause he wonld have passed the recognised
vetiring age hefore his term expired.



[18 JuwE, 1931.]

Mr. Raphael: You made special provi-
sion in legislation for judges. Why not
in this instance?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not talking about judges. There is no re-
tiring age for a judge.

Mr. Raphael: There is for a magistrate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
does not enter into this question. Mr. Simp-
son will not have reached the age of 63
when his seven years’ term expires, and
that is a good peoint in his favour, Prob-
ably we could not go into the qualifications
of every applicant for the position. Of
many of those about whom the hon. mem-
ber is more concerned, we did not have the
same knowledge as we had of Mr. Simp-
son. As I have already pointed out, this
is not a time to take risks, and we could
not take a risk in making a seven years’
appointment, Onuly a few nights ago mem-
hers stressed how wrong it would be to give
4 man a seven years' appointment when
there was a risk of his making a mistake
in the first year.

Hon, J. Cunningham: You meun to say
there is only one man within the State quali-
fied to cecupy that position?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I said
nothing of the sort; what I said was that
we had selected the man with the highest
qualifications. That was the opinion of the
Government, and surely the Government are
entitled to aet on their opinion. The Gov-
ernment may have made some mistakes, but
I assure the House that we did not make
a mistake in appointing Mr. Simpson. The
member for Leederville has selected a very
bad case if be wishes fo challenge the Gov-
ernment on the poliey of preference to re-
turned soldiers.

Mzr. Panton: In every appointment made
up to date, we have not had a good ecase,
according to yon.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
a2 bad one, anyhow. The Public Service
Commissioner is in a position to save the
State a lot of money, and because of this
and Mr. Simpson’s knowledge of finance,
we could not afford to tanke any risks in
making the appointiment.

Mr. Raphael: Could you afford to take
a risk with suech #n appointment at any
time?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some-
times a risk might be {aken. The member
for Leederville said it was diffienlt to under-
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staud why Mr, Simpson had been appointed.
After what 1 have said, there should be no
yuestion of difticulty. The Government do
stand for preference to returned soldiers.

Mr, Raphael: When it suits them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member ought not to say too mueh about
that. I myself am a returned soldier, and
I know that the returned soldiers de mot
desire to be mendicants to the Government
or to anyone else. Neither do they ask for
a monopoly, so far as I know. The Gov-
ernment do not stund for a monopoly, not
even in favour of returned soldiers, but all
things being equal, preference is given to
returned soldiers so far as possible. At
present we are experiencing conditions that
make it very difficult to carry out a policy
of that kind in every detail. I do not
think there is a returned soldier in this
House who would say that we should not
give preference to a married man with a
wifc and family over a returned soldier
who was single, Yet that would not he
carrving out the policy in its entirety. Tu
matters of this kind we must exercise a
grain of common sense, I am sure the re-
tarned soldiers do not desire a monopoly,
and it would be impossible to grant it even
if they desired it. The State could not af-
ford to do it. The Returned Soldiers’
League are making a noise at the moment
hecanse a certain very worthy gentleman
was not appointed to the position, a gentle-
man who is not in the serviee.

Mr. Panton: That is not correct.
ate not making a noise about that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I say
definitely that they approached me about it.
At the present time we cannot afford to
bring into the service men whom we can
do without. If we brought a man’into the
service, we should have to get rid of some-
hody else, and that would not be fair

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: The aim should
be to get the best man for the position.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I quite
agree, and I say definitely that we have
got him, If the hon. member and his col-
leagues had been in office, I think they
would have done precisely what we have
done, and they would have been warranted
in doing it.

Mr. Panton: I have my doubts.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
not. The Labour Government showed wis-
dom in the appointments they made, and

They
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1 have no doubt they woutd have selected
the same gentleman for the position. If
the hon. member has based his motion
solely on the question of preference to ve-
turned soldiers, he should have chosen a
better case.

Mr. Panton: As you have been saving,
that is a matter of opinion.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course it is. There are many other in-
stanees that the hon. member might have
mentioned in the House.

Mr. Panton: T have heard of quite a
Jot in the last 12 months.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tf the
hon. member had to choose between pre-
fevence to unionists and preference to re-
turned soldiers, T do not know whnt he
would do.

Mr. Panton: T would do as my party
do—give preference to unionmists.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Fortu-
nately, we are not bound in that way.

Mr. Panton: But vou quote all over the
place preference to returned soldiers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And we
uttempt to earry out that policy so far as
is possible.

Mr. Panton:
far.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Exist-
ing conditions do not permit of its heing
carried ont in its entirety. 1 have ilius-
‘trated thal by saying that if there were 1
married man who was net a returned sol-
dier and a single man who was a returned
soldier seeking a position, I think the hoh,
member would suggest giving preference
to the married man. The Government du
not desire to lay the papers on the Table
of the Honse. There were 33 applieants.
Many of them would never have applied
for the position if they had thought their
applications would be made public. It
would be grossly unfair to do this. Men
outside the service may have bheen asso-
ciatet with business houses. They may
not have advised their prinicpals that they
were applying for the position. 1f their
names were made publie, it would be un-
fair to them. If their employers kirow that
they were applicants, they might think
they were dissatisfied with their positions
and were anxious to get cut of that employ-
ment as quickly as they eould, and were
not thinking of tle business in which they
were engaged, but were desirous of better-

You have nol gone very

[ASSEMBLY.]

ing themselves. Furthermore, they wmight
not get the advancement their principals
had in mind for them if it was known that
they were anxious to leave their employ-
ment. If the name of everyone who ap-
plies for some high position tn the service
is made public, the choice of the Govern-
ment will be very limited in the future.
We must remember ,that aspect of the
situation. When we Anvite applieations
for a high position, we want the wmost
highly (ualified men available to apply for
it. They do apply with the full knowledge
that their applications will not be made
public. When only one man ecan be
selected, there must be dissabtisfied people
amongst the others whose applications are
rejected. T hope the hon. member will bear
that in mind when seeking to have the
napers Iaid upon the Table. I know that
some of these gentlemen would not have
applied for the position if they thought
that the information wonld be given to the
pubtic. Tt is most unusnal to make these
things puoblic, and the hon. member knows
it. Many people apply for a position be-
cause they have fzith in those who are re-
ceiving the applications. They know their
names will not be divalged. If a man is
appointed, the public can know all about
it, but a person does not want it bandied
about that he has been unsuecessful because
his qualifications have not been as goaod as
those of the person appointed.

M. Panton: The dogs ave harking the
35 nomes. The man in the street knows
them all.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do
not krow whoe thevy are. T am a member
of the Cnhinet which made the appoint-
ment, but T could not tell the House the
names of more than six of those who ap-
vlied for the position. .

Mr, Panton: Everyone knows them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
man in the street is often wrong, I do not
think the hon. member goes to the man in
the street when he wants information. He
generally desires te get it from some reli-
able source, and that is why he has moved
the motion in the House.

Mr. Corboy: We will find out whether the
man in the street is right when we get the
papers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member wants the papers, then, beeause he
desires to be inquisitive about the matter.
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Mr. Corboy: You know that is not true.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: 1 say
that is so. The hon. member wants to be
able to ascertain whether the man in the
street is right or not.

Mr, Corboy: You know that is not the
reason why the papers have been asked for.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
that the member for Leederville (My. Pan-
ton) bhad not that iden in mind when he
originally moved for the papers, but behind
his speech was something that did not ap-
pear in his motion. He wanted to find out
whether we were carrying out our policy of
preference to returned soldiers. If I were
a returned soldier on the floor of this House,
I would not vote for the motion becanse it
does not convey what is desired.

My, Panton: I have not asked anyone to
vote for it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
there have been some meetings about it.

Mr. Panton: I was invited to a meeting.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: So was
I, but I refused to go. Circular letters were
sent out to the country districts. There are
certain things which a Minister of the
Crown may not do.

Mr. Panton: You mean, attend a meet-
ing?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are not going to be carpeted by members of
the executive of the R.S.L.

Mr. Panton: No one was put on the
carpeb. -

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
seem to have paid a lot of attention to the
matter, mueh more attention than is usually
paid to other positions which have been
filled by other than returned soldiers.

The Minister for Railways: You did nof
kick up a row when the present Commis-
sioner of Railways was appointed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why
did not the hon. member raise the guestion
when the aefing Chief Justice was ap-
pointed? There is a returned soldier on the
judiciary.

Mr. Corboy: As a matter of faet, he
should have been the one appointed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why
did not the hon. member bring up that case?

Mr. Corboy: No appointment has yet
been made.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: An aet-
ing Chief Justice has been appointed.

Mr. Corboy: But not a permanent Chief
Justice.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Houge would have complained if the junior
member of the Bench had been appointed
when there is A senior member who is doing
good service.

Hon. J. C. Willecoek: You should stick
to the point that the best man is the man
for the job. You are wandering all over
the place.

The MINISTER ¥OR LANDS: Why
did not the hon. member select some other
instance? He has made ont a very bad case
for his motion? I have looked through his
speech. Tt seems to me that the only reason
why he is asking for these papers is to find
out whether we were carrying out onr policy
of preference to returned soldiers. He em-
phasised that in more than one case. There
is nothing wrong in that, but it would have
been better if he had declared that in re-
speet of this appointment such preference
had not been shown, In his speech he indi-
cated that preference fo returned soldiers
was the matter he was considering. There
are other positions he might have quoted,
wherein he could have made ont a better
case,

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: Tell us what they
are,

Mr. Corhoy: Give us a chance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
not going to tell the hon. member. Let him
ask the man in the street.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The motion
before the Chair deals with the appoini-
ment of the Public Service Commissioner.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In an-
other part of his speech the hon. member
said that the more important position was
that of Under Treasurer.

Mr. Corboy: Do you not think it is?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are both important positions. I believe that
of-the two the post of Publie Service Com-
missicner is the more important. The As-
sistant Under Treasnrer will be able to do
his job just as well as his predecessor, but
the combination of a knowledge of the
Treasury with a knowledge of the service,
makes the new Public Service Commissioner
an ideal man for the position. I ecannot
help emphasising the faet that the right
man has been appointed as Publiec Service
Commissioner.

Mr. Panton: That is a matter for argn.
ment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I be-
lieve that if all things had been equal, prob-
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ably a returned soldier might have been ap-
pointed. The training of some of the others
and their lack of knowledge of the service
influenced the Government against them by
comparison with the selected candidate. No
good purpose can he served by publishing
the names of all the candidates for the post.
It would be wrong and inadvisable to do so.

Mr. Corboy: Surely they are not ashamed
- of their applications?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
the hon. member used to work in his
younger days, he must have applied for
ather positions without telling his employer
that he was doing so.

Hon. A, MecCallum: Why dig up the
dirty past?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
blame the hon member for applying for
other positions. Every man has a right to
give rein to his ambitions,

Mr. Corboy: If he does apply he should
not be ashamed of having done so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But he
may not want his employer to find out by
other means that he has done so. If the
amployer knows, he may tell his subordinate
he had better get cut, and may not give him
the opportunity to improve his position.

Mr. Corboy: Why not?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I often
tried to improve my position.

Mr. Corboy: You seldom suecceeded.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The em-
ployer would make up his mind at the first
opportunity to get rid of the man, and would
not give him the promotion that might have
been coming to him. No doubt the 34 un-
successful applicants will be disappointed.
At the same time, when they applied, they
knew that their names were being put into
the kands of people who were to be trusted
to keep them econfidential. It would not
have mattered whom we had appointed. If
another man had been chosen, any hon. mem-
ber could have asked for the papers hecruse
one of the number of applicants had =a
grievance. Ministers must be trusted in
these matters. They have been given execu-
tive power and are answerable to the House.
If they do wrong, the House has power to
censure them,

Mr. Corboy: The House must have knuw-
ledge of the facts before doing so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Ths only
knowledge the hon. member can ge: frnn
the papers is as to the names of the appli-

[ASSEMBLY.]

cants. It would then be a question «f his
opinion against that of the Government.

Mr. Corboy: But there are other papors
besides.

The MINISTER FOR LAKDS : There
are no other papers.

Mr. Corboy: What about the references?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If there
were any references, they would all have
been returned to the applicants.

Mr. Corboy: But they would be recorded.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, they
would not. .

Mr. Corboy: Most certainly they would.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If
origingl references were senft along, they
would certainly have been returned to the
sender.

Mr. Corboy: But copies would have been
kept on the file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
would be ne justification for keeping copies.
Mr. Corboy: I say you do keep copies.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I say
we do not-

My, Corboy: There is a copy of the testi-
monials on every personal file in the depart-
ment.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nothing
of the sort.

My. Corhoy: There is.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They sve
not in the department. There are mer.ly
the applications. Fancy keeping & list of
all these things!

Mr. Corboy: You do keep them.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I zay we
do not. There are no papers exeept the
names of those who applied for the position.

_Mr. Corboy: You say you have the 35
names and nothing else.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course. The papers were all returned,

Mr. Corboy: And no eopies were made?

Hon. J. C. Willcock: Surely the appl-
cants would have set out their qualifications
for the position, and their letters would all
be on the file.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes,
that is all. The praetiee followed was for a
person to say he was applying for the posi-
tion of Public Service Commissioner, and
that attached to his application were bhis
testimonials or copies of them.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Oh!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Mem-
bers have something to learn in that respeet.
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In many cases they were merely the bald

applications.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: What ave vou talk-
ing abont?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

applicant, the mover of this motion may
have in mind, probahly applied in that way.

Mr, Panton: You do not know whom I
have in mind.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : I say
there is one man the hon. member may have
in mind, who may have sent along just such
a bald application.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Then he would not
have deserved to get the job.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many of
these men are well known, but others I have
never heard of. Members may be sure that
the fullest investigation would always he
made by the Government in a case of this
sort. If they are going to insist upon the
papers being laid upon the Table of the
House, the choice of any Government hera-
after will be exeeedingly limited. TPeople
outside or inside the service are not going
to make application for positions if they
know all the information is to be broad-
cast,

Hon. J. C. Willeock : That does not apply
to those in the service. That could not do
any of them any harm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
often it does.

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Not if they are in
the service.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes.
Men holding high positions in the service
do not want their subordinates to know they
were applicants for some position, hut were
not considered qualified for it. It =ll de-
pends on the point of view that is taken. It
was possible only to choose one out of all
of these 35 applicants.

Very

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The Gov-
ermment are charged with far greater ve-
sponsibilities than the appointment of a
Public Service Commissioner. That is
merely a minor piece of work in the matter
of administration. The House certainly bas
the right te question the Government’s
agtion in making the appointment, but I
think the mover of the motion chose some-
thing poor indeed when he challenged this
appointment to the Public Service Commis-
sionership. If the idea behind the motion
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wns preferenee to returned soldiers, it wonld
have been far better to put up a substantive
motion dealing with that aspeet. The pre-
sent motion does not deal with it. I was
much strueck with the interjection of the
mover to the effect that he would do exactly
the same as his party and give preference
to unionists over returned soldiers. If that
is the case, we ean diseard that phase en-
tively from the hon. member’s viewpoint in
moving for the papers. In conclusion I
wish to say that the right man has been
appointed. His qualifications, which I have
read out to the House, justify his appoint-
ment. His temperament fits him for the
position., I do not think anyone will ques.
tion that. His impartiality towards mem-
bers of the public service is and will remain
unchallenged. The Government did the right
thing in appointing him, and the tabling of
the papers would be unfair to every other
applicant. In my opinion, therefore, the
motion should be rejected.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [7.33]: The
Government claim that the best man was
appointed. The member for Leederville, by
moving for the papers, has challenged that
contention. Assuming that the whole House
agrees with the motion for the tabling of the
papers, there remains the consideration
raised by the Minister for Lands, that some
of the applieants might objeet to that ecourse.
I feel sure that if even one applicant ob-
Jjected, no member would support the motion,
at all events nof without reservation. To
test the feeling of the House I therefore
move an amendment—

That after the word ‘‘That,’’ lineg 1, the
following be inserted: —¢Provided that none

of the applicants has signified hls objection
to such & course being taken . . . .

The amendment leaves intact the spirit of
the motion in challenging the Government’s
choice. Should any applicant have raised
objection, then the Government are in duty
bound, having the confidence of the appli-
cant, to respeet it. I am sare that no bon.
member will urge that the motion be car-
ried if any applieant has glready taken such
a course.

MR, WELLS (Canning—on amendment)
[7.36]: Adverting to the motion as pro-
posed to be amended, I think it wounld be
most unwise to lay on the Table of the
House applications for such a position as
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this. However, on the question of prefer-
ence to returned soldiers——

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member may
not deal with that.

Mr. WELLS: If you will not permit me
to voice wy opinion on that subject, Sir—

Mr, SPEAKER: You will have an oppor-
tunity of doing so when the amendment has
been disposed of.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A, L. Davy—West Perth—on amend-
ment} [7.37] 1 cannot understand
how the amendment puts the question
in any better position. It may well
be that no applicant has objected, but that
does not show that the applicants do not
object. Moreover, there is a great possi-
bility tbat their objections would be ig-
nored if they did make them,

Mr. Corboy: Under our Standing Orders
the papers must be tabled immediately if
we carry the molion,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Precisely!

Mr, Corboy: Then, if the objections are
not in, they cannot earry any weight.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: With all
respeet to the mewmber for Claremont (BMr.
North), I fail to see that the amendment
improves the position.

Mr. Corboy: Noi a serap.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It would
be a gross bresch of confidence for
the Government{ to disclose the names
of those who have applied for the
position, and if hon. members think
as I do, that when a man applies for =
position his application is made in confi-
dence, it must appear to them that the situ-
ation will not be made any better by our
declaring that thiz breach of confidence shall
be committed unless some applicant has ob-
jeeted. The poor chap may not think that
his objection would ever be considered.
Again, i{ may not have occurred to him
that the method to prevent his confidence
being broken is to write in and object.

Mr. Corboy: It the amendment is car-
ried the debate should be adjourned to give
all applicants a chance of objecting.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I agree
with the hon. member. The debate should
be adjourned, and perhaps we should even
notify applicants that if they desire their
eonfidence not to he broken, they should
write in objecting. To carry the amend-
ment would only sggravate the position.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Corboy: It is a matter of principle,
anyway. What has the amendment to do
with it?

MRE. PANTON (Leederville—on amend-
ment) [7.39]): I take it, Sir, that I shall
be speaking on the amendment now?

Mr. SPEAKER: Only on the amend-
ment,

Mr. PANTON: And that I shall have a
right to veply later?

Mr, SPEAKER: Certainly,

Mr. PANTON: I hope fhe amendment
will not be earried, for the reasons outlined
by the Attorney General. The amendment
gets us nowhere. If there have been ob-
jections lodged, the motion stands as at
present. If there have been none lodged
up to date we can only adjourn the debate.
That would be mervely a way of side-step-
ping the question altogether, Let us have
a straight-out decision on the motion. I
hope the amendment will be rejected.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result;—

Ayes 19
Noes 15
Majority for 4
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Parker
Mr. Barnard Mr. Patrick
Mr., Brown Mr. Richardson
Mr. Doney Me, BEampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. J. H. Smlth
Mr. Griffiths Mr, J. M, Bmith
Mr, Latham Mr. Thorn
Mp. Lindsay Mr, Wells
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. North
Sir James Mitchell (Teller.)
NoEs.
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunoingham Mr. Raphael
Mr. Hegneyp Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Johnson Mr. Wan-brough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Willcock
Mr. McCallum Mr. Withers
Mr, Milington Mz, Wilson
Mr. Muonsie {Teiler.)

Amendment thus passed.

MR. RAPHAEL (Vietoria Park) [7.45]:
The Minister for Lands told the House that
the Government liad mede many mistakes
in the past.

The Minister for Lands: I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr. RAPHAEL: You did.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The mistakes of
the GQovernment have nothing to do with
the motion. The hon. member will confine
himself to the question before the Chair,
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Mr. RAPHAEL: This question was
touched upon by the Minister and he indi-
cated that the Government bad not done
their job as they should have done, and
that members were right in bringing other
matters than the present one before the
Chamber,

Mr. SPEAKER: No, not under this mo-
tion.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have no intention of
doing so. Opposition members have come
to the conclusion that the time has arrived
when the Govermment should be taken to
task for having neglected to fulfil the pro-
mises they made to so many men whom they
enticed to go to the front on the under-
standing that they would secure preference
on their return to Australia.

Mr. Sampson: The Minister was one of
those who went to the front!

Mr. RAPHAEL: He has his job back,
and a thundering good one, too.

Mr., Sampson: And he is filling it well.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not say he is not.
The Minister is one of those fortunate ones
who bas got his job back in aceordance with
the promise made to him when he left these
shores. The House has been told that it
was necessary for the ocempant of the Pub-
lic Service Comnissionership to have a thor-
ough knowledge of the finaneial position.
Even on that basis, there never was a time
so opportune as the present for someone
to be appointed to the position and trained
to its requirements, because never bafare
in the history of the State was the amount
available so small as at the present.
Members of the present and past Govern-
ments, as well as members of Parliament,
past and present, promised the soldiers
who went to the front that their positions
would be available for them when they
returned, and the present Government have
not stood up to the job of extending pre-
ference to returned soldiers. The eom-
missionership, being an office job, could
well have been given to a returned soldier.

Mr. Parker: What about the maimed
and limbless men?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have sopported them
equally with the returned soldiers’ move-
ment, although perhaps the hon. member
has not.

Mr. Parker: Or preference to unionists?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The questton at issue
has nothing to do with unionists. The
Minister for Lands also said that if an-
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other map was appointed to this position,
someone would have to go from the Pub-
lic Service. We should not eonsider that
phase for a moment. One man has been
retired from the Public Service, and there-
fore another must take his place.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 say. yes.

Mr. Sampson: Then it is useless ar-
guing any further.

Mr, RAPHAEL: It is no good arguing
with the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)
becanse he has no brains to be convinced.
If one man has gone out, obviously another
man must go in, and iherefore we may
vegard as quite frivolous the Minister’s
suggestion regarding what would happen
if a returned soldier had been put into the
position. If the Government are not
afraid of their action, I can see no reason
for their refusal to table the papers, even
with the inelusion of the frivolous amend-
ment by the member for Claremont (Mr.
North).

Mr. North:
it as Trivolous.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The object of the
amendment was to cover up the misdeeds -
of the Government. It will not have that
effect becanse the returned soldiers of the
State will not tolerate that sort of thing.

The Attorney General: Trash!

Mr. RAPHAEL: That is what the At-
torney Cieneral always says. If the Gnv-
ernment are not afraid, why do they not
make their actions publie, satisfy the xe-
turned soldiers that the best course has
been purseed, and thus settle the matter
once and for all? T hope the Government
will not maintain a dogmatic attitude, baut
will agree to the tabling of the papers so
that justice may be done to returned sol-
Fliers.

The House did not regard

HON, W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [7.50]: Tt may be assumed that,
in view of the amendment that has been
agreed to, the Government will not take
exception to the motion as it is now framed.
If that is so, I do not see that the member
Eor Leederville (Mr. Panton) can raise any
objection. I take it that the Government
Whip, in moving his amendment, did so
with the concurrence of the Government and
on their advice. If that was not the posi-
tion, the usual course of events has not
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been pursued. 1 think we may assume that
the Government Whip did act with the con-
currence of the Government, and that being
so, the papers will be tabled unless any of
the applicants stipulated at the time they
submitted their applications, that they did
not desire their names to be published.

Mr. Doney: That is not what the motion,
as amended, means.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It would not be
right to canvass the applicants to-day to
ascertain whether they raise any objection to
their names being published. To adopt such
a course would be wrong, and contrary to
the directions of the House.

The Minister for Lands: What if the ob-
jeation were taken at the time the motion
was first tabled?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I take it that
the objection must have been lodged when
the applications were submitted, That is
the nsual course to adopt. I have done so
myself. Tt is uswal to make such a stipula-
tion when ledging an application for an-
other position. TUnless that were dome the
applicant might lose the position he then
beld. It is possible that some of the appli-
cants did adopt that course, and in that
event I take it that the CGovernment will
remove their applications from the file :nd
table the others. It would he wrong for
the (overnment to permit applieants to
lodge their objections at this stage.

The Premier: Why not at any time?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Because that
would violate a decision of this Chamber.

Mr. Doney: What if the objections were
indicated subsequent to the time when the
motion was first suggested?

Hon. W. D. JOHENSON: The motion
means that the objections must have heen
lodged with the applications.

Mr. Doney: I do not think se.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: Only those ob-

jections that were lodged at the time the
applications were sent in ean he considered.

Mr. Doney: But what about those appli-
cants who signify their objection now?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It would be
extraordinary if a person were to send in
his application and then, subsequent to the
appointment being made, lodge an objection
to publication at that late stage. If the
Government accept the motion with the pro-
viso, the member for Leederville has accom-
plished all that he desires.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR, ANGELO ((Gtascoyne) [7.56]: I
have been a member of this Chamber for
14 years, and ! lave never before kmown
of any Government being asked to give
the names of applieants for any position.
If we agree to the request we will create
a precedent that will rebound on all Gov-
ernments in the future. In addition, I have
been in business for many years, and I have
not krown o single instance of any ecom-
pany, even when asked to do so, divulging
the names of any appliennts for a position
with the firm. To agree to the proposal
embodied in the motion would bhe most
dangerous, wrong and reprehensible, Cer-
tainly the motion has been modified by the
member for Claremont (Mr, North) and it
now means that if any of the applicants
object, their papers will not he placed on
the Table. If none raises any objee-
tion, probally no harm will be done. But
even so, I intend to vote against the mo-
tion as amended as I think the prineiple
is wrong, I hope the Government will not
give way and certainly every opportunity
should be given to applicants to lodge their
objections. The debate should be adjourned
in order to enable them to lodge their ob-
jections.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—Waest Perth) [7.58]: I do
not think any sueh opportunity should be
given to the applieants to signify their ob-
jections. To iy mind if the Government
were to publish the names of the applicants
for the position under diseussion they
would commit a gross breach of confidence.
The member for Leederville, who has fath-
cred the motion, is a returned soldier. He
served his country well and faithfully, and
still soffers from his hononrable war
wounds. Thank Ged 1 do not, although I
am as much a returned soldier as he
is and I have heen just as much mixed
ap with returned soldiers. I have heen
most intimately ussociated with them and
have taken an active part in the work for
the past 14 years. I stand as strongly, if
not more strongly than the member for
Leederville does, by the doctrine of prefer-
ence to returned soldiers. I will divulge
so muech of the secrets of Cabinet as to
say that in Cabinet I was particularly
anxious that a returned soldier should he
appointed. There were three retnrned sol-
dier applicants for the job; two of them
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were close personal friends of mine, and
the third, althourh not a eclose personal
friend, yet was weli known to me and was
a man for whom 1 have the greatest re-
spect and admiration. 3Jy view was not
agreed to by the rest of the Cabinet. But
aitkough I disagreed with them, I think their
grounds for disagreeing with me were sound
and proper grourds. There was room for
a difference of opinion as to just what the
qualifications for this position were. Their
grounds, to my mind, although I would
not accept them, were grounds which any
honourable man arxious to do his duty by
the State of Western Australia was en-
titled to aceept as eonvincing reasons why
the gentleman whc was appointed should
be appointed. Are the Government to re-
linguish their job? Are they to hand over
to the House the duty of making appoint-
ments to the Public Serviee? Is that the
idea? Are we, before we appoint an offi-
cial to one of the highest positions in the
State service, to come here, give the House
the names of all the applicants, put before
the House all ‘he testimonials and invite
the House to make a choice? Is that what
the House wants? I do not believe it. The
appointment of officers to positions of this
sort is essentially a job for the Govern-
ment, and nobody but the Government. I
have always imagined, and I have never
heard in my experience of life anything to
the contrary, that when people are invited
to apply for positions, whether it be ex-
pressed or not, that applications are treated
as strictly confideniial. The question I am
asking myself is, even if the House orders
the Government to lay the papers on t{he
Table of the House, am I, as a member of
the Government, to consent to do what I
think would be an utterly dishonourable
thing? Tru-, the House is paramonnt, but
we .are not the slaves of the House;
we have our vronsciences. It is a
monskrous propositicn that the names of the
applicants for the post should bhe divulged
to the world. I cannot understand where
the ifdea comes from.

Mr. Panton: Right here.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
then, I do not understand the hon. member
—and when I call him an honourable mem-
ber T mean it—I do not understand the
hon. member taking up the attitude he has
on this matter. Even if the House should
order us to do this, I shall be very much
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disinelined to obey the House. Those appli-
cants made their applications in good faith
and complete trust that their applications
would be treated as confidential, and 1 do
not feel inclined to obey the House even if
it carries the motion that we are to place
these applications hefore it. Suggestions
have been made that there might be some
other applications than those on the file.
Al 1 ean tell the House is that they are all
I have seen, the list of the applicants, every
one of whom was well known to the whole
of the Cabinet. There is nathing else to
show the House. Do members really
want this list placed on the Table of the
House? What good purpose would it
serve? And if the list be laid on the Table,
is the House then going to enter into a
lengthy debate as to the respective merits
of the applicants? No one will suggest
that the gentleman appointed is not a skil-
ful public servant of long experience. No
one bas dared to atiack him. There has
been no attack of any kind.

Mr. Panton: It would be a very wrong
thing to attack him.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
what is the argument? When the list is pot
on the Table, certain names of returned
soldiers will be found on it. Does the hon.
member then propose to move a vote of
censure on the Government because, instead
of appointing A, B or C of the returned
soldiers, the Government appointed Mr.
Simpson?

My, Panton: You had better give notice
of that question.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: As I
kave said, of the three returned soldier ap-
plicants two are intimate friends of mine
and the third I know quite well. 1 would be
utterly amazed if any one of those three
would not curse the man who caused them
to be dragged into a filthy argument as to
the respective merits of themselves and Mr.
Simpson. I ask returned soldier members
and cther members to vote this motion oui.

MR. WELLS (Canning) [8.6]: Regard-
ing the laying of the papers on the Table,
the moment the motion was moved by the
member for Leederville, I expressed my op-
position to it. For I do not think any good
could be achieved by tabling the papers. It
would be an altogether unwise procedure
and would he open to abuse during the
reign, not only of the present Giovernment,
but of all future Governments. T have been
a member of the State executive of the Re-
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turned Soldiers’ Leagne for a number of
vears, and with my colleagues have fought
several Governments over the prioeiple of
preference to returned soldiers.

M. Panton: Did you ever get a win?

Mr. WELLS: Well, not too many. There
have bheen instances in which preference
to vreturned soldiers could have been
given without injustice to anybody, and
T am rather sorry the eclash should have
come in respect of so high a position as the
one uvnder discussion to-night. During the
past 10 or 12 years there have been many
jobs that could reasonably have been given
to returned soldiers, to men who were cap-
able of filling thz positions just as well
as the wmen appointed. I eonsider the Gov-
ernment—not only the present Government
—should have given returned seoldiers the
preference where it has been given to
civilian applicants who could have gone to
the war but did not.

Mr. Thorn: Blackboy Hill, for instance.

Mr. Wells: That is one. Probably Min-
isters were not altogther to blame for it.
But there have been many instances where
the Government could well bave given pref-
erence to returned soldiers, especially hav-
ing regard to the promises made when those
men went away to fight for the honour of
Australia. Although times are now very
difficult and positions searce, I sinecerely
hope the present Government, and any
future Government, will give reasonable
consideration to applications from returned
soldiers. T do nol eontend that returned
seldiers should have a monopoly of all posi-
tions offering; but there have been times,
and there will be {imes, when returned
soldiers could well be appointed. The re-
turned soldiers’ executive of this State are
very sore indeed because due consideration
has not been given to returned soldiers ap-
plying for appointments in the years that
have gone.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.10]: T re-
gret that such a motion should have been
moved, for it does not add to the dignity of
Parfiament, and I appeal to the member for
Leederville to withdraw it. The matter has
now been sufficiently ventilated, so it would
be more satisfactory if he wonld now with-
draw the motion. T should like to make
clear my own position regarding preference
to returned soldiers. When I was on the
hustings seven years ago T signed a paper
declaring that I was willing to give prefer-
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ence to returned soldiers, all things being
equal. The whole question in respect of the
appointment wnder diseussion is whether all
things were equal. The Minister for Lands
has told us they were not equal, that the
qualifications of the appointee were higher
than those of other applicants. In my
opinion at no other time in the history of
the State have we so sorely reguirved the
services of the best finaneial brains.

Mr. Panton: We want them in the Under
Treasurer.

Mr. BROWN: The Minister for Lands
bas told us that Cabinet appointed the best
financial brains they could get amongst the
35 applicants. And who was to determine
who among the applicants had the high-
est qualifications? It could only be done
by a tribunal, which in this instance was
the Cabinet. I do not suppose they could
be expected to bring such maiters before
Parliament, read out the credentials of every
applicant, and leave it to Parliament to
decide who should be appointed. Ministers
of the Crown, representing the majority of
the people of the State, are the proper
authority for the making of such an ap-
pointment. How could we here determine
that all things were equal as between the
applicants? Tt appears to me there is a
little bit of political propaganda in this.
It hecomes evident when we filnd the subject
made a party question.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Then why didn't you
come over here and prevent it being made
a party question?

Mr. BROWN: [ am prepared to aceept
the statement of the Minister for Lands.
He was one of the tribunal that decided who
should be appointed, and he has told us the
qualifieations of the applicants were not
equal. How, then, am I to believe that they
were equal? Am I to disbelieve the Minis-
ter for Lands®

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No, certainly not.
But the amendment is ridienlous and ought
to have heen voted out,

Mr. BROWN: T have nothing to do with
the amendment.

Hon. S. W. Mnn<ie: You supported it.

Mr. RBROWX: T was not going to vote
against it. T understand the Minister for
Tands is 2 refurned soldier, whereas the
man who got the appointment i nof a re-
torned soldier.  Therefore it would have
been to the interests of the Minister for
Lands, politieally and otherwise, to tee that
a returned soldier got the appointment., But
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the Minister had the intevests of the country
at heart, and was determined fo put the hest
man into the position. T admire the Minis-
ter for it. However, I do appeal to the
member for Leederville to withdvaw this
motion. The question has now heen thrashed
out, and it would add to the dignity of the
House if he did withdraw it.

ME. DONEY (Williams-Narrogin) {8.15]:
As another returned man, my sympathy is
naturally with the motion. Nevertheless T
feel that the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Claremont was a proper one in the
circumstances. Subject to the amendment,
I am supporting the motion. FEveryone
must appreeiate the difficulty and delicacy
of the position in which the Minister found
himself. 1 understand that by a given
undertaking as well as by custom, he is not
able to divuige the names of the applicants.
I hope it will not be taken for granted—
though it seems to be taken for granted by
a number of members—that the qualifications
of the successful applicant, Mr. Simpson,
are being questioned. I have a very high
regard for Mr. Simpson; so I think has
every wember of the House. No one is
likely to question his qualifications. The
point is that of the four soldier applicants,
two were of the highest eapabilities. Quite
a number would have been well able to fill
the vacancy, but we had to get the man with
the highest qualifications, and I am not dis-
puting the fact that that man has been
found. I attended a meeting of returned
soldiers here recently and I put the position
to them in this way—“You have to take,
when assessing the merits of the applicants,
the suceessful applicant and the returned
soldiers. You should forget for the moment
that the suecessful man was not a seldier.
You should equally forget that the four re-
turned soldier applicants were reiurned sol-
diers. You should then balance their merits
fairly and, if it so happened that the qualifi-
cations of Mr., Simpson outweighed these
of the others, he undoubtedly was the right
man and should be chosen. But if by
some strange chance one of the returned
soldiers and the ultimately successful appli-
cant happered to have equal qualifications,
then would come the time to throw the ques-
tion of preference into the balanee and the
returned soldier should have the position.”
After hearing the full explanation of the
Minister, I am definitely of opinion—I will
not say that the best man was chosen hecause
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I have not had an opportunity to see the
qualifications of the others—that an ex-
traordinarily good man was chagen. If
amongst the returned soldiers there was one
better, he must have been a wonderfully fine
man indeed. I should like to make it plain
—~—the point has not been touched on,
although I was hoping it would have been--
that this agitation has not arisen on ascount
of any desire expressed by any of the pe-
turned sofdier applicants. I undersiand that
each one of them has expressed a very strong
wish that the matter should be dropped ern-
tirely, but, contrary to that view, there hap-
pens to be quite a Dbig hody of outside
opinion, mainly returned soldier opinion, in
favour of publicly examining the relative
merits of all the applicants. As I have in-
dicated, my sympathy, though not my
reasoning, is strongly with the motion, and
for that and one or two other reasons whieh
members opposite will understand 1 am not
at liberty to vefer to, I shall voie for the
motion as amended.

MR. PARKER (North-East Fremsntle)
[819}: 1 shall vote against the tabling
of the papers. Two returned soldier ap-
plicants have approached me on this mat-
ter. One has asked me to let the Govern-
ment know that he does not desire to be
mixed up with this movement in any shape
or form, and that he is mueh annoyed that
anything has been suggested regarding the
policy of preference to returned soldiers.
Another one wrote to me under date the
3rd June, and said—

I strongly object to having my name con-

joined with any complaints or criticism.
He also said—

Mr. Panton: If yon read that letter,
you will have io lay it on the Table.

Mr. PARKER: I am not reading it;
T am quoting what he said.

Mr. Panton: I am just warning you.
I do not want you to fall into any trap.

Mr. Marshall: We have little rules here
just as you have in eourt.

Mr. Wells: Unwritten laws.

Mr. PARKER: Retorned soldiers gen-
erally, I think, are very much against the
policy of preference being discussed in the
House, because the great majority realise
that the Government have done, and will
do, all in their power to carry out the
policy of preference. I do not say that all
the soldiers consider that the Govermment
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have done everything they might have
done at all times, but generally speaking
the seldiers are perfectly satisfied, as re-
gards this particular appointment, two
have expressed to me the opinion that they
are perfectly satisfied. With the other two
T have not discussed the matter. I do not
know how many more soldier applicants
there might bave been, but I know of four.
I do not think a debate on the preferenee
policy was the object of the motion, The
motion was simply to get the papers tabled,
and it makes no reference to the question
of preference to returned soldiers. I re-
gret exceedingly that that subject has heen
introduced. I agree with other members
who have expressed their opinions that it
wounld be a gross breach of trust to pub-
lish the names of people who apply for
Government billets. I have known of many
instanees where perhaps legal appoint-
ments have been thrown open. A man
might apply for one of them and, if it
became known, he would lose many
of his clients. When people found that
he was thinking seriously of throwing up
his private practiee, they would go to some
one who was more stable and who was al-
ways likely to be available.

Mr. Angelo: He might be a member of
Parliament.

Mr. PARKER: Yes, and might lose his
seat at the next election, The electors
might say they were not going to vote for
him again because he was looking for an-
other job, and perhaps the electors would
be qgnite right. It would bé a gross breach
of trust to allow the names to be pub-
lished. When a person applies for a bil-
let, he applies under a well-known prin-
ciple that his application will be treated
as secret and that what he says in his ap-
plication will be treated as confidential.
The whole matter is confidential. I think
it only right to maintain the practice of
the past and keep such matters eonfiden-
tial.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam) [8.23]: Seeing that T
do not happen to be a rveturned soldier, I
suppose I ought to apologise for breaking
in on this discussion.

Mr. Sleeman: There is nothing in the
motion about returned soldiers.

The PREMIER: The discussion has
ranged around the question of preference
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fo retnrned soldiers, which was introduced
by the member for I.eederville when he
submitted his motion. I intended o remind
the House that this motion does not say
anything about preference to returned sol-
diers, but the bon, member introduced it
because he wished to disenss the question.
He is not very anxzious about the papers.
He knows there were 31 applicants out of
35 who were not returned soldiers. Some
of them were men outside the Publie Ser-
vice, and it would not be right fo publish
their names to tke world. Nothing more
than the list of the applicants would be
available, exeept the letters of application,
‘Would it be right, would it be honest, wonld
it be fair to publish the names of all whe
applied, particularly those outside the ser-
vice and in other employment? I do not
think the House would agree to that being
done. Sinee I bhave been in the House, a
period of 2D years, I cannot recall an in-
stance of the names of applicants for a
position having been made public, and I
do not think it would be right to say that
in future people are to be warned that if
they do apply for a Government billet, their
names will be made public. Only one man
out of the 35 could possibly get the posi-
tion; the other 34 must be disappointed ap-
plicants and they might easily be injured
in their present employment if their names
were published. For that reason alome, I
hope the House will not agree to the papers
being tabled. What good purpose counld
be served by tabling them? The hon, mem-
ber knows that hiz pariy, when in office,
made many appointments and had to take
the responsibility for making them. As
the Executive, it was their duty, and not
the duty of Parliament.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: I do not know that
any one of the appointments caused any
great public agitation.

The PREMIER: The hon. member's
party were in sauthority and made what
they believed to be the best appointments.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: There was only one
over which there was a bit of wire-pulling—
the position of Engineer-in-Chief—ang that
was caused by one man only,

The PREMIER: I am not presuming to
know all that happened in the making of
appointments at that time, but I say that
the Government of the day took the respon-
sibility for the appointments they made.
They could not be helped by Parliament
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in making a selection. Neither can the
present Governmeni. We must administer
the affairs of the country, and, in making
this appointment, we selected the man whom
we believed was best fitted for the job.
When X say that, I am not saying anything
against the other applicants. Everyone
knows that the most sacred duty of govern-
nment is the making of appointments. We
faced the duty with a foll realizsation of the
responsibility we owe to the people. It
eould not be otherwise, If it is desired to
diseuss the question of preference to rxe-
turned soldiers, that is an entirvely different
matter,

Hon. 8. W, Muusie: They are giving you
the opportunity to do it by inviting you to
meet them.

The PREMIER: I invite the hon. mem-
ber to attend.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: I have not received
an invitation.

The PREMIER : Neither have 1.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: According to the
Press you are to be invited.

The PREMIER: TFrom time to time T
have met the returned soldiers and, if T
have to meet them on this question, I shall
take along & list of all the appointments
made since 1919. 'We shall then see whether
over those years the returned soldiers have
received preference.

Mr. Panton: You will find it a big list.

The PREMIER: Yes, a big list of ap-
pointments, and a hig percentage of them,
during my terms of offies, the result of
preference to returned soldiers. The mem-
Yer for Leederville made no bones in stat-
ing that he would give preferance to union-
ists before returned soldiers.

Mr. Panton: I said the party to which
1 belonged.

The PREMIER: Then I apologise and
withdraw, if that is so. The hon. member
had better eome cver to this side of the
House.

Mr. Panton: Why did vou introduce the
question of preference?

The PREMIER: Beeanse the hon. mem-
ber led me off the trark. T must he allowed
to answer his remarks. T did not hear his
speech, but T bave read it in “Hansard,”
and there is nothing in it escept references
to preference to soldiers. He does
not want the wreiched papers at all,
snd he does not want to Imow the

_names of the applicants. He wanted
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an opportunily io wake n speech on the
question of preference to returned soldiers,
and he has got in his speech. Last night
the member for Buubury (Mr. Withers) be-
came the champion for returned soldiers.
1 cannot answor the hon. member until [ get
the information from Bunbury and I hope
to do this by Tuesday. That will be the time
when I ean answer any charges ke has made
against the harbour board. It is not usual,
and never has been done, to divulge the
names of those who apply for positions of
this kind, FHon. members must see that in
future when applications are called for any
position in the civil service people ovutside
will hesitate to apply for them if they be in
employment. That is not desirable. Wi
ghould have the widest posaible fleld when
making senior appointments to the public
service. We are not called upon to defend
the appointment we have made, because that
1% not in question, What we are expected
to do 15 to see that those who have applied
are treated decently and properly. I ask
the House to remember, that when these
gentlemen applied, each one hoped to get
the job. As only one could get it, the other
3¢ must be disappointed, and they would
not be advantaged, but quite the reverse,
if this motion were carried. Indeed, much
harm might be done to many of them. I
hope the House will vote against the motion.

MR. PANTON (Leederville——in reply)
{8.32]: The whole liscussion seems to have
developed into one dealing with preference
to returned soldiers. I have not discussed
it with any member of the party on this
side of the House. There is no ulterior
motive in the matter of political propa-
gands, such as has been saggested by the
member for Pingelly. He and everyone else
knows not only in this State but throughout
Australia that the Labour Party stand for
preference to unionists, and have always
done so. We fonght a donble dissolution of
the Federal Parliament in 1914 on that
qnestion. On every occasion Labour Gov-
ernments have put this poliey into practice,
and those who have supported Labonr have
at all times endeavoured to see that it ig
put into operation. 1 do not wish it to
be said that this party stands for prefer-
ence to returned soldiers: it stands, and
always has stood, for preference to unionists.
That is the paliey and the plank in the
platform of the Labonr Party. Az a mem-
her of that party I will vote with my party
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whenever that question is brought up in
this Hounse, The returned sowwers’ execu-
tive and everyhody connected with the league
have been told that times without number.
They know where I stand because I have
always stood for that.

The Premier: What about this motion of
yours?

Mr, Parker; Will these papers show that
any of the applicants are members of the
Returned Soldiers' League?

Mr. PANTON: One red herring has al-
rerdy been drawn across the trail, and I
am not going to be led off the trail by the
hon. member's remarks, I hope returned
soldiers on the other side of the House will
renlise what they are voting for on this
amended motion. T take this peint: That
no objection that may have been lodged to
the laying of these papers on the Table sub-
sequent to the earrying of that amendment
has any right to be taken into considera-
tion. That is only a fair thing. I think
the Attorney Gleneral agrees that the amend-
ment should only apply to those objections
that may have been lodged before it was car-
ried. I do not want anyone to. misunderstand
my attitude on this matter, I kmow what the
amendment means,  Actually it was a
very poor way to eamouflage the issue,
If returned soldier members are not pre-
pared to stand up for their opiniong, they
are pot the men I took them to be.

The Premier: Do you think these apph-
cations should be laid on the Table of the
House?

Mr, PANTON: I would not have moved
the motion if I did not think so.

The Premier: You did not know as mueh
as you know now.

Mr. PANTON: I know no more than I
did as & result of anything said on the other
side of the House. The member for Canning
pointed out that returned soldiers had not
had many of these good appointments. That
has been the argument for a long time. At
the last Returned Soldiers’ Congress, at
which I was a delegate, we were honoured
by the Premier's presence. We all sang
“For He’'s A Jolly Good Fellow.” He said,
in answer to a deputation which waited on
him, “I stand to-day where I stood when
the circular was issued.” He was referring
to a circular dated 7th March, 1921, dealing
with new appointments to the serviee. I
would quote from this eircular as follows:—

Xew appointments to the service: Returned
soldiers to have preference. (Note: The
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underlying principle is that an injured man
may not get outsile employment as readily
as a physieally sound man, and it is thought
that providing there are indicationa that the
injured soldier can attain a reasonable stan-
dard of efficiency he should receive the ap-
pointment. If it should be found necepeary
to reduce the staff of any department in the
service returned soldiers should be the last
to be put off.

The Premier: We stand by that and have
carried it out.

My, PANTON: Various arguments have
been put up to sub-branches of the Returned
Soldiers’ League and to the executive that
departmental heads were to blame. That is
the answer we have received time and again.
During the last nine months the R.S.L. ex-
ecutive and the Pensions and Unemployment
Comnittee have had cause to complain about
the lack of preference to returned soldiers.
Ever since the depression came about most
of my time has been taken up on this ques-
tion, more especially in connection with the
Railway Department. If I went to the
Minister for Railways he would say it was
a matter for the Commissioner. If 1 went
to some other Minister he would say it was
a matter for the departmental head. This
particular case, the appointment of the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner, is the only in-
stance in which Cabinet alone are respon-
sible,

The Premier: Why did you not produce
that circular before so that we could reply
to it?

Mr. PANTON: Was there any need for
me to produce something that the Premier
or his department published? The Minister
for Lands repeated everythting it contains
during his speech to-night. He said the
(Government stood for preference to re-
turned soldiers.

The Premier: So we do.
The Minister for Lands: But not a
monopoly.

Mr. PANTON: 1 am not talking about
moncpolies. In all the cireumstances I am
justified in ascertaining for myself whether
the Government are right in this matter or
whether I am right.

Mr. Brown: Do you stand for preference
to returned soldiers?

Mr. PANTON: The returned soldiers
will decide that for themselves.

Mre. Brown: Can you not give a straight-
out enswer?

Mr. PANTON:
member.

I bave told the hon.
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Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes, we do, if thev
are trade unionists.

Mr. PANTON: At the last elections I
did not do what the member for Pingelly
did, sign a paper that I was in favour of
preference to returned soldiers.

Mc. Brown: All things being equal.

Mr. PANTON: When we have gone into
these appointments to ascertain why re-
turned soldiers have not been appointed, we
have been told that so and so was not effi-
cien, I could bring papers to prove that
during the term of retrenchment in the loco.
workshops men, who had been there for 20
years, were found fo be inefficient. That is
how the Government tackle the question of
preference to returned seldiers.

Mr. Marshall: And new arrivals from
England were put on.

Mr. PANTON: T am not on a heresy
hunt. T do not know any of the applicants
for this position very well, and am not eon-
cerned with any of them individually.
Neither am T concerned about their gualifica-
tions until I see them for myself. I moved
the motion so that I might form my cwn
opinion on the subject, just as Cabinet has
done. How can I do that until T know who
all the applicants were and what their
qualifieations are?

The Minister for Lands: You said the man
in the streef could tell you.

Mr. PANTON: I said the man in the
street knew who they were. A position of
this kind that has been talked of by sub-
branches of the R.S.L. and by people all
over the State eannot be spoken of without
people getting to know all about it. The
member for North-East Fremantle received
two letters from people who were opposed
to having their names published. This
motion has been on the Notice Paper for
two or three weeks and many people have
been talking about it. We bave had the
official head of the R.S.L.

Mr. Parker: Who is he?

Mr. PANTON: Writing to the Press. I
refer to the executive officer (Mr. Benson)
who usually speaks for the R.S.L.

Mr. Parker: Usually?

The Attorney General: I should like to
know the opinion of the official head regard-
ing this performance.

Mr. PANTON: I understand the -official
head was an applicant. At the first meeting
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of the executive of the R.S.L. the matter
came up through correspondence from ihe
sub-branch. He stated that if it was dis-
cussed by the executive he would resign from
the organisation.

The Attorney General: Precisely.

Mr. PANTON: At the following meeting
there was another inflax from sub-branches.
The general president was told in emphatie
terms that it was not a question of his posi-
tion but of the policy of preference to re-
turned soldiers. He wounld have to stand
down if he was not prepared to listen to the
argument.

The Attorney General: If the league had
accepted his gnidance in the past, they would
not have made the mistake they have made
now.

Mr, PANTON: If was unfortunate that
the president happened to be an applicant.
We are not conecerned about the individual,
but only about the policy of the Govern-
ment. The Government claim that prefer-
ence is their poliey. )

Mr. Wells: The policy of all Govern-
ments.

Mr, PANTON : No. 1 have told the
House what the policy of the Labour Gov-
ernment is. We are not ashamed of if, and,
what is more, we will put it into operation
again when we get the chance.

The Premier: You ought to be ashamed
of it.

Mr. PANTON: We are not. Whether the
poliey is right or wrong, the Labour Govern-
ment have never hesitated to stand up to it.
Qur members have not signed documents
saying they would stand up to a pelicy, and
then taken shelter bebind a camouflage such
as has been put up to the House to-night.
One of the big arguments used to-night has
been as to breach of confidence in having
the names of applicants diselosed. If T
were egotistical enough to believe myself
to be qualified for a high and honourable
position such as that of Public Service
Commissioner, I would be only too pleased
to let the world know of my qualifications.
[ see nothing to be ashamed of in such a
matter. An applicant for the position must
either have exeellent qualifieations, or he
must have been highly egotistical to apply.
So there is no reason why the papers should
not be tabled. I lhope the motion will be
carried.
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The Premier: Would you mind gefting
back to the motion for just one minute?
Mr. PANTON: That interjection is nice,
now that the Government are getting some
home truths. After every member oppo-
gite has diseussed the returned soldier, the
Premier wants me to get cu to something
else, The member for North-East Freman-
tle (My. Parker) may shake his head.
The Premier: There is a motion, of course.
Mr. PANTON: The motion is being dealt
with, Probably the Deputy Premier does
not like some of the arguments which have
heen used by his own side. He asked why
we did not kick up a row before this par-
ticular appointment was wade. The re-
turned soldiers vegard this particular ap-
pointment as the c¢limax. The discussion
has been going on for months. Not for
months has there been a meeting of the
R.S.L. executive, nor a branch meeting
which I have had official oceasion to attend,
but this question of preference to returned
soldiers has been discussed. At every op-
portunity we are pushed back by the argu-
ment that some departmental head has to
take the blame. The R.S.L. have come fo
the conclusion that the Government having
definitely decided on this appointment while
giving out that preference to returned sol-
diers is & matter of Government policy, we
are entitled to ask whether that poliey is
or is not being put into operation. If the
papers ave laid on the Table, T am sure it
will not be in any way detrimental fo any
applicant. If it should prove that the sme-
cessful applicant’s qualifieations are so
much superior as has been stated, T will
guarantee on hehalf of the R.8.L. exeecu-
tive that apologies will be tendered through
me to the Honse, if desired. The Deputy
Premier uses as one of his leading argn-
ments the qualifications of the suecessful
applicant. That i- a wonderful thing to
do. Of the other 24 applicants not one
word is said by the Deputy Premier, who
states the qualifications of only one. He
says the successful applicant has been 34
years in the serviece. If I remember righily
what was published concerning himm at the
time of his appointment, he is now 48 years
of age; so that he must have started in the
service when he was 14. He has Deen a
long way round. I do not wish to be drag-
ged ioto the quection of his qualifications
beyond saying that if he started at 14, a
good deal of his 34 years in the serviee ean-
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nol have been of very great benefit to the
State; that is, unless he was a super hoy
as well as being the super man he is now
represented. I do not wish to say any more
about the suceessful applicant. From the
inception I have not dealt with him, or with
any olher applicant, from a personal point
of view. I will not be dragged into that
now. The question is purely one of prin-
ciple, and 1 ask the House to carry the
motion.

The Premier: What about the principle
during the six ycars you were here?

Mr. SPEAKER : That does not enter into
this motion,

Mr. PANTON: The Premier muages out
he is dense, but he is not dense at all. He
is as astute as anybody else. The six years
I sat hehind the last Govermnment, I sup-
ported the Goverumeni in their policy. If
we are there for six years after the mext
election, I shall do the same thing. In ask-
ing hon. members (o support the motion, I
say to returned-soldier members opposite,
“Do not hide behind the amendment.”

The Atitormey General: Why did you not
diseuss the motion with the returned sol-
diers over heref

Mr. PANTON: Because I have no de-
sire to place the returned soldiers over there
in the invidious position of having to agree
or disagree with me on this. 1 bring mat-
ters forward either trom a personal point
of view, when it is my individual baby to
carry if no one wilji vole with me, or from
a party point of view, in which case the
party will stand behind me. I will not
ask any memher opposite to commit him-
self to anything | put up. He may be
committed to his Government. The amend-
ment dees not apply to anything subse-
quent to its being moved by the member
for Claremont. Tf the amendment was
moved with a knowledge on the part of re-
turned soldiers opposite that an applieant
hiad already objected, I say they have not
played the game, but have allowed the
amendment to be used as camouflage. If
they are half the men I think they are—
and I have a great deal of respect for the
men with whom 1 travelled overseas—they
will say yes or uo to this motion, whether
they helieve with me or against me.

The Premier: Thev could not believe with
you.

Mr. PAXTON: The Premier would not
believe anything.
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Question, as amended, put, and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes 14
Noes 18
Majority against .. 4
AYES.
Mr. Doney Mr, Sleeman
Mr, Johnsen Mr. Thorn
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Millington Mr. Willcock
Mr. Munsla Mr. Wilson
Mr. Panton Mr, Withers
Mr. Raphael Mr. Corboy
(Peller)
Noes
Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr, Barpard Mr. Parker
Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick
Mr., Davy Mr, Sampson
Mr. Ferguson Mr. Scaddan
Mr, Grifitha Mr. J. H. Smlith
Mr. Latham Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Lindsay Mr, Wells
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. North
(Peiler.)
Question thus negatived,
MOTION—MIGRANTS, REPATRIA-

TION.

Debate resumed from the 16th June, on
the following motion by Mr. Sleeman:—

That the Government be requested to make
- arrangements immediately to repatriate all
migrants who are unable to obtain work here,
hundreds of whom are going hungry and
practically naked, and that they vse all their
influence to get the Federal Parliament to
issue the nccessary passports, and the Im-
perial Government to agree to these people
being returned Home.

MER. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.58]:
Yesterday we had guns, and to-night we
have soldiers; so it looks as if there was
war on the horizon. 1 fully appreciate the
many difficulties which will attend the at-
tempt to give effect to the motion of the
. member for Fremantle (Mr, Sleeman). No
fewer than three Governments have been
more or less responsible for the introdue-
tion of a large section of the population
of Western Australia. Quite a number of
migrants eame here prior to the agreement
being made hetween the State Government,
the Federal Government, and the Imperial
Government. As to those migrants, the
State has some jurisdiction apart from the
other two Governments named. But as re-
gards migrants who came here under the
Group Settlement Scheme and afterwards
vnder the £34,000,000 ezpenditure agree-
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ment, there is a tie which the Federsl Gov-
ernment alone can break, subject to the
sanction of the Imperial Government. I
agree with the member for Fremantle that
in the main those of our migrants who
came here from the Old Country were in-
duced to come by’ false pretences. They
were induced to come out by elaborate
advertisements; glowing pletures were
painted ; standards of living were deseribed
as particularly high; the impression was
given that in any portion of Australia the
newcomer eould practically pick up gold in
the streets. We have seen some of the ad-
vertisements that were displayed.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There was the one
showing the potatoes being put down first,
and the machine picking them wup.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes; there were
pictures of little brooks amid the hills
and green pastures, and cattle rolling
fat with milk almost running from their
udders. They ecould have gone one better
and shown butter being made in the ud-
ders., Speaking generally, the Inducements
that were held out to migrants, encourag-
ing them to go fo Australia, represented
exaggeration in the extreme. Those people
came outf, and they have been disillustoned.
The very least they could have expected
after arrival was that employment would
have been found for them. Reasonable
wages and conditions were practically
guaranteed to them. They were led to be-
lieve that in a comparatively few years
they would make a fortune. Thus, people
have been brought out here by misrepre-
sentation. Now they are here and in de-
plorable conditions, we must consider what
is best to be done with them in the circum-
stances. I suggest it would be much wiser
to repatriate those who desire to return to
their Homeland. I agree with those who
suggest that, with few exeeptions, the mi-
grants’ position would be improved if they
were able to return to the Motherland,
where they would have the advantage of
the help that could be rendered by their
friends and relations. Here they are iso-
lated; they cannot get the assistance that
would be available for them in England,
seeing that they are in a eountry where
they know no one. Both the Federal and
the State Governments must aceept a share
of the responsibility for the financial posi-
tion. The migrants cannot be blamed
for the position in which they flnd them-
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selves, and the duty devolves upon the
Governments adeguatety to feed and clothe
them. That js not being done to-day. It
is useless arguing that unemployment will
not remain with us. I suggest it will be
present despite all the work that has yet
to be done in this great State. With the
ltmited amount of eapital that will he avail-
able for the developmental work necessary
in Western Australin, I predict that fyrom
now onwards we may expect the ohjection-
able spectacle of nnemployment to persist.
The question of nnemployment is one that
must be taken up ceriously by Parliaments
in every couniry throughout the world.
With the advent of science and its applica-
tion to production, simple and expeditions
manufacture hy machinery must ineveasingly
displace mannal labour. It is reasonable fo
expect that Australia will keep ahreast of
the times and make advantageous use of in-
ventions of science. The effect will he that
a great deal more will be produced than
will he necessary, and it is quite possible
that a proportion of the machinery installed
will remain idle during part of eich year,
thus still further inereasing unemployment.
We can look to the older countries in
Europe and America—with the possible ex-
ception of Franve—and see how they suffer
from unemployment.

Hon, 8. W. Munsic: But there are huge
numbers of unemploved in France.

Mr. MARSHALL: But only just lately;
L suggest that France has suffered least of
all. The fact that unemployment is inereas-
ing there is merely because the reconstrue-
tion work, following the replacement of
towns destroyed during the war period, is
being completed. When that work is ended,
France will suffer equally with other coun-
tries.  YWuropean and .American eountries,
alleged to be civilised, have suffered cven
more acutely than Australia, because to a
great degree their developmental work was
completed vears ago, whereas ours is not
vet completed. In the expansion of our
developmental phases, we will have the ad-
vantage of machinery and the application of
scientific methods generally that were un-
knowu in the corresponding periods on the
other side of the world. That means that
still more men will he displaced in years
fo come. T consider it would he economieally
preferable to vepatriate those who have heen
brought here from the Motherland and for
whom the Government e¢annot provide now.
T appreciate thie horrible confession we have
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to make when we are forced to admit that
there is not room in Western Australia for
so many people. In season and out of sea-
son when I sat behind the Government on
the other side of the House, I sounded a
warning note regarding the number of mi-
rrants who were being admitted €0 our
shores. My warning was unheeded. Money
was available and, unfortunately, much of
it was spent extravagantly, without the
necessary organisation and ecare. At the
same time, much of it was spent wisely.
Having money availahle, it was urged that
we could absorb the migrants. Now that
there is a shovtage of capital, we are con-
Lronted with our present position. It is
unfortunate that our national debt is always
calenlated on the per enpita basis, and the
Lact that people are sent ount of the country
means that the responsibility te pay on the
part of those who remain is correspondingly
inereased. 1 appreciate that fact, but we
nnst rememher that our first duty is to our
Western Australian born. I do not refer
to the present Government but to the two
preceding Governments when I say that, dur-
ing the last 10 years, the Australian born
and Western Australian born boys and girls
and adults have found it difficult to secure
sufficient work to keep them employed the
full 12 months. That position has been
growing annually. Having regard to that
fact, it would he better to allow the Im-
perial Government to provide for their own
children, and allow us to aceord greater jus-
tice to Australians. While the migrants
are here, we must treat them as well as we
do our own people. When I first entered
this Chamber 10 vears ago, deputations pro-
tested against the unemployment that existed
then, In the year that fellowed, the num-
ler of persons unemploved increased appre-
eiably. Now, with the resirvietion of credit,
the position has become chaotic. I cannot
see any possibility of immediate relief, and
therefore T contend it would be wise to
assist those who desire to return to the
Flomeland and sp enable them to fulfil their
wishes. I want to refute a statement made
by the Minister for Lands when he spoke
against the motion and argued that it would
cost sonething like £40 per head to repat-
riate the mizrants.  Did it eost that nmch
to send soldiers from here to the other side
of the world? T ean vemembher the Com-
monwealth Government bringing hack =«
shipload of stranded Australians from South
Africa.
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The Minister for Lands: That was long
ago when fares were not so high.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is true. It was
in 1909 and it eost £7 per head.  Even
though the ecost of living has sinee
doubled

The Minister for Lands: You would have
1o add exchange now.

Mr. MARSHALL: T want to get those
people back to their homes.

The Minister for Lands: Then the easiest
way to do it is to get the Federal Govern-
ment to issue passports for them.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even if they had
passports from the Federal Government,
wounld the State Government repatriate
those people?

The Minister for Lands: We will then
get rid of those who want to go, and they
will arrange their own transport.

Mr. MARSHALL: How many of those
in this State could arrange their own trans-
port?

The Minister for Lands:
of them are doing it now.,

Mr. MARSHALL: But there
hundreds of them who want to go.

Mr. Angelo: Why not send them in the
“Kangaroo”? She is doing nothing just
BOW,

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 suggest thet a ship
be chartered for the purpose.

Mr. Angelo: You have a ship.

Mr. MARSHALL: Even the “Kangaroo”
would have to be chartered. Under that gys-
tem the cost would not exceed £10 per head.
I disagree with the Minister for Lands when
he says it would eost £40 per head to re-
patriate those people. The Imperial Gov-
ernment are just as much responsible for
the position in which her subjeects find them-
selves in this eountry as is Australia. Only
a year or two ago the Imperial Government
agreed to spend 34 milliens in this eountry,
and actually sent out representatives to in-
vestigate the possibilities of development in
this State and the Commonwealth generally.
But no sooner did we relieve the Imperial
Government of thousands of their unem-
ployed than the Imperial Government eut
off the supply of eredit. So the Imperial
(Government cannot argue that they are not
mainly responsible for the existing position,
whila the Federal Government are egually
responsible with the State Government. But
having regard to the possibilities of the
State absorbing all the Western Australian
and Australian born, we shall have snfficient

A good many

are
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to supply all the labour necessary in this
State for many years to come. With the
natural increase of population and the ap-
plication of science and machinery to de-
velopment, we shall have sufficient to sup-
ply us with all the manual labour necessary
for many decades to come. Certain Gov-
ernments and eerfain individuals like to see
unemployment, although perhaps not to the
extent that we know it to-day. It is most
beneficial to some to have a liftle unemploy-
ment existing, becanse then they ean dietate
to the unfortunate individual who has to
sell his labour what he shall accept for it.
On the other hand, if there be no unem-
ployment, it is the worker who ean do the
dictating. To-day, we have the ghastly
gpectacle of men working for 7s. per week
sustenance, ill-elothed, ill-fed and not housed
at all. In those cireumstances the motion
warrants the support of this Chamber and
immediate action on the part of the Gov-
ernment. Those migrants who want to go
back should be sent back, for it will be
cheaper to do that than to keep them. Men
cannof remain mueh longer on 7s. & week.
They have worn out every rag they possess;
they are bootless and it will not be long be-
fore some of them will be practically in the
nude. That is the position the Government
nave to face, for there is no prospeet of this
eountry being able to absorb these people
for vears to come. Hundreds of those un-
emploved to-day will be unemployed this
day three years, perhaps later than that.
So, as I say, it will be more economical for
the Government to allow those who desire
to relurn to the Homeland to return, rather
than keep them any longer. Most of those
men have the clothes falling off them now.

Hon. H. W. Mann: You are drawing the
long bow a bit.

Mr. MARSHALL: If the hon. member
will ecome with me on Saturday night T will
show him half a dozen men to whom my de-
seription would properly apply.

M:s H. W, Mann: Will'you take me in
yvour motor car?

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member
knows I have no motor ear. My worldly
circumstances do not permit it. The hon.
wember and his class in this Chamber are
out to misrepresent the position. It is not
possible to walk down Hay-street without
finding persons with an English aceent
whose clothes are practically falling off
them. They have not the nice clothes the
hon. member wears, nor his eomfortable in-
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come. He can afford to smile. I support
the motion with a full appreciation of the
diffieulties that will be met with in giving
effect to it and the bad effect it will have
on the finances of the State. But it will be
more economical to put the motion into
operation and more just on our part to do
it; for hundreds of the migrants were
brought ount here under false pretences,
whilst quite a number of them were not of
the right type for work in the bush.

M.'_R. H. W. MANN (Perth) [9.27]: I do
not intend to follow the hysterical speech
of the hon. member, but I want to deal with
the position as T find it. Probably 1 am more
closely in touch with those who are down
and out than is the hon. member. During
the last 10 years I have been twice president
of an association that has met those migrants,
and I have presided over a committee look-
ing after their comfort and welfare during
that period. Se well has that organisation
looked after the migrants that some of them
have been furnished with as many as seven
positions before making good. We found
those migrants arriving into new conditions
and poing out into unsympathetic employ-
ment. So they failed in their first attempt,
but we kept in touch with them and they
were passed from employer to employer up
to the seventh position, when many of them
made good. Tt is anfortunate that this de-
pression has come along, and to-day a per-
centage of the migrants, with a percentage
of Australian born, are out of work. The
position of the migrants on the average is no
worse than that of the average Australian;
but the average Amstralian born into Aus-
tralian conditions stands up to it a little
better. I am associated with organisations
that are still looking after those migrants,
and I have not found them with their clothes
falling off in Hay-street.

Mr. Sleeman: What are you doing with
the sewing machines? Making clothes for
them. ’

Mr. H. W. MANN: That is what I am
coming to. But what right has the member
for Murehison to point the finger of scorn at
that organisation?

Mr. Marshall: 1 pointed the finger of
seorn, not at the organisation, but at your
statement.

Mr. H W. MANN: Opn Saturday last a
migrant told me he had arrived back from
England only two weeks earlier. His eom-
plaint was that the Welfare Department

[ASSEMBLY.]

would not give him sunstenance beesuse he
had only just arrived. He told me he came
out five years ago under the auspices of the
Salvation Army and was here for four years.
Then he returned to England where he re-
mained for a year, but found it impossible
to get work. His parents, relatives and
friends collected sufficient money to pay his
fare back., He said that bad as was the posi-
tion hcere, it was preferable to that in Fng-
land. With such evidence before me, I do
not feel justified in voting for the expendi-
ture of thousands of pounds to return mi-
grants to England. The Government are
doing as much for the migrants as for the
Aunstralian-born. The cause of the trouble
is not confined to Western Australia. We
are passing through difficulties that are
being experienced the world over, and every
citizen who realises his responsibilitier is
doing his best to belp those in need. T De-
lieve everybody is doing his best to assist.
I challenge the statement of the hon. mem-
ber who suggested that migrants were being
retained in Australia in order to keep wages
down. There are many arbitration awards
to control wages and it is not possible to
exploit employees engaged under awards. If
a man is exploited, it is not long hefore he
finds out the position and he ean sue for
wages due up to a period of two years.

Mr. Sleeman: Which award controls farm
workers?

Mr. H  W. MANN : The New Settlers’
League, when controlling the placing of
migrants with farmers, stipulated a mini-
mum of 30s. a week and board. The mi-
grants had come out to be educated in farm-
ing, and it is doubtful whether they were
worth more than 30s. a week at the outset.

Mr. Sleeman: It is doubtful whether a lot
of them got it.

Mr. HA W. MANN : When complaints
were received, we took steps through our
honorary solicitors to sue for arrears.

Mr. Marshall: A verdict was given against
an employer for getting an employee to sign
for more than he received.

Mr, H . W. MANN: Not & migrant.

Mr. Marshall: I am referring to the
effect of unemployment.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
for Perth has the floor.

Mr. H. W. MANN: There are employers
who will exploit employees when they get
an opportunity, but there are awards for
the protection of the employees, who may

The member
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sue to recover any balance of wages due
up to a period of two years. I know that
employees have signed for money they have
not received, but they have afterwards gone
to the eourt and sued for the balance.
Though the positinn here is bad, I do not
think any benefit would acerue to the mi-
grants from shipping them back to the Old
Country, unless we were assured that bet-
ter conditions awaited them there. 1 sym-
pathise with migrants in their distress, but
I believe this country will be in a position
to ahsorb them before the 01d Country could
do so. There are still upwards of 2,000,000
unemployed in Great Britain. What guar-
antee is there that the migrants would be
better off in the Old Country? In face of
the testimony of the man who returned so
recently, and who said that bad as was the
position in Australia, it was better than
that in England, T cannot support the mo-
tion. I am doing my best to assisi those
who ave unfortunately placed as I bhelieve
other members are doing.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-

journed,

House adjourned at 2.36 pm.

Aegislative Council,

Tuesday, 23rd June, 1931.
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QUESTION — WOOROLOO SANATOR-
IUM, HOT WATER SERVICE.

Hon. E. H HARRIS asked the Minister
for Country Water Supplies: 1, With re-
gard to the discontinuance of steam boilers
in the interests of economy, and the instal-
lation of crude oil engines and burners for
the hot water service at the Wooroloo Sana-
torium in Jawnuary, 1930, what was the an-
nual cost of the steam serviee? 2, What
has been the annual cost of the erude oil
service? 3, What was the total cost of the
installation of the ecrude oil engines and
business? 4, When the Government Electri-
cal Engineer recommended the change over,
what was his estimate for—(a) the" cost to
effect the change; (b) the econmomy to be
effected? 5, Is it correct that the Depart-
ment are again reverting fo the wuse of
steam; if so, why?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, The instal-
lation of erude oil engines and of oil burners
at the Wooroloo Sanutorium were quite
separate and distinet aetions. The former
were placed in commission in December,
1929, and the latter in Oectober, 1930. The
cost of the steam service prior to either of
these changes was £2,386 per annum. 2,
After the installation of two e¢rude oil en-
gines in Deeember, 1029, the boilers, fed
with wood fuel, were retained for hot water
and low pressure steam. The cost was then
at the rate of £1,174 per annum, showing
a saving of £1,218 per annum. 3, The cost
of installing the crude oil engines was
£2,052, 4, Subsequently, in April, 1930, it
was recommended that the boilers supplying
hot water and low pressure steam eould he
more economically fired by crude oil burners.
The estimated cost of effecting the change
was £520, and the estimated economy to be
effected was £499 per annum. 5, In praetice
the erude oil burners have proved unsatisfac-
tory, the estimated economy has not ma-
terialised, and recently wood fuel has heen
reverted to.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, leave of
ahsence for six consecutive sittings granted
to Hon, J. J. Holmes (North) on the
’ ground of urgent private business.



